


RAISING PRO-LIFE KIDS: A PRACTICAL
GUIDE FOR PARENTS

On June 24, 2022, members of the pro-life movement rejoiced when the United States
Supreme Court issued their judgment on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization,
effectively eliminating the federal right to an abortion established with Roe v. Wade in 1973.
Twenty-one states responded with bans ranging from complete prohibitions to laws that
allow limited exceptions based on the duration of the pregnancy. Nevertheless, the number
of abortions provided by the health care system in the United States rose sharply in 2023,
reaching an estimated total of over 1 million, an 11 percent increase over the 2020 totals
(which are the most recent, reliable numbers). !

Much work remains, and we may rely on future generations to find the solution to the
problem of abortion. Consequently, today’s parents need to prepare their children to face
abortion and its root causes if we hope to gain any ground in the battle for the preservation
of life. Consider the following ideas as you seek to raise children who embrace the sanctity
of human life.



7. Unolerstand The Giblical Fowndations Dfﬁw “Pro —Lp'fe Position

The Bible consistently teaches the sanctity of human life, beginning with Genesis 1:26,
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” Many additional verses
(Genesis 5:1, 9:6; Psalm 8:4-6; Ephesians 4:24; and James 3:9, among others) affirm the
idea that God made people to be his representatives and endowed all of them with value as
those who were designed to be God’s children and reflect his goodness to the entire world. To
abort a child is to ignore the high value inherent in all people. As professor and theologian
Dr. John Davis helpfully concludes, “Human life has transcendent value in the eyes of God
from the moment of conception until natural death and must always be respected as such.”

2. Famibiarize Jovrself with The Q&th’ﬁvﬁc Wﬁvm Case
That Life Bepins at Couception

What does it mean to be human? At what point in the development process does the
unborn reach human status? Scientists do not agree on a scale or rubric for humanity. Still,
we do know enough about human development from scientific observation to advocate
for the position that life begins at conception and not at the later points of implantation,
neurological development, or birth. For example, a unique creation occurs when a zygote
forms after a male and a female gamete join. Dr. Tommy Mitchell notes, “The zygote formed
at fertilization is different from all others and, if it survives, will grow into a person with his
or her own unique set of genes.” In addition, Orthodox author Valerie Protopapas offers,
“At the moment of conception, the child possesses the 46 chromosomes needed for a new
and unique human being. Even before the fertilized egg divides, the genetic patterns have
established sex, hair, eye and skin color and such traits as musical, athletic and artistic talent
and possible future diseases.” An organism that is unique and changing according to a
complex development process qualifies as life.

“HUMAN LIFE HAS TRANSCENDENT VALUE IN THE
EYES OF GOD FROM THE MOMENT OF CONCEPTION
UNTIL NATURAL DEATH AND MUST ALWAYS BE

RESPECTED AS SUCH.”

—Dr. John Davis



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+5%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+8%3A4-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.summit.org/resources/articles/the-image-of-god-our-identity-as-representatives-of-god/

2. Tadee The Time 4o Diccues Complicated Topics Likee Abovtion
With Dot Chilslren
The accessibility of information and the speed of its dispersion on websites and social media
exposes children to far more issues and opinions than at any other time in history. Although
we must diligently monitor what our kids see while online and help them learn to discern
what is true and reliable and what is not, we must also be proactive to help them think
through challenging topics and arrive at biblically informed conclusions. When you are firm

in your understanding of the biblical foundations and scientific support for the sanctity of
human life, you can lead your child to consider questions like the following:

*  When do you think life begins?

e Why is it essential for us to protect the unborn?

e Why do you think some people choose abortion?

* How can we show love and support for women who are considering abortion?
* How should we respond to someone who disagrees with our pro-life position?
e What can we do to support life at all stages?

Tackling these questions may require individual, age-appropriate conversations with your
children instead of full-family meetings, but know that any discussion will allow them to
share their viewpoints and think through why they believe what they believe. Listen, consider
their answers, and guide their understanding toward truth and grace.

2. Take Ap&mm/’ﬁw%e D\%MW% Availakle v Pro ﬂ(,p'fe “Porents

Thankfully, you are not alone in your quest to raise children who value the unborn, and
concerned groups have produced excellent resources to assist you.



http://Equalrightsinstitute.com
http://Equalrightsinstitute.com
http://Prolifekids.com
http://Prolifekids.com
http://Prolifekids.com
http://prolifetraining.com
http://prolifetraining.com




King David describes God’s concern for the unborn in Psalm 139:13-16: “For you formed my
inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made . . . in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were
formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” God’s love for human life described in
those verses is the model for our own.

Despite recent political victories, the number of abortions continues to rise, reminding us
that the battle for the sanctity of human life was never simply a political one. To win a war
of ideologies, we must help the next generation develop a worldview that incorporates God’s
value for human life because we have all been fearfully and wonderfully made.
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