
All ideas have consequences, and bad ideas often have victims. As 
parents of the rising generation, it can frequently feel overwhelming to 
protect our kids from the brokenness and misinformation in the world 
while also instilling a sense of autonomy and wisdom in them. We 
know that individuals and organizations with vested—usually financial—
interests target our children with gender ideologies, political extremism, 
non-biblical worldviews, and more.

Amidst all this, how can we protect our kids from bad ideas?

1 	RAISE THINKERS, NOT JUST FOLLOWERS
In the constantly changing and ever-expanding world, we want our 
children to have a firm foundation so they are not “tossed to and fro 
by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes” (Ephesians 4:14).

We can help our children navigate our fluctuating culture by cultivating a 
thoughtful, humble, reasonable mind. This takes time, of course, but the 
goal should be to avoid being “conformed to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). Try 
the following to initiate this transformation:

•	 Teach your kids some of the most common logical fallacies. After 
watching a show or movie together, or listening to the news, ask 
your children if they heard any fallacies like straw manning the 
other view. Was the slippery-slope fallacy slipped in? Were scare 
tactics used to emotionally persuade the audience? If you’re 
unsure what some of these fallacies are, check out the following 
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article, Logical Fallacies, the book Love Your God with All Your 
Mind: The Role of Reason in the Life of the Soul, and the entire 
Summit Worldview Library, each of which will equip our children 
to become better critical thinkers.

•	 Encourage your children to find a community of faithful friends. 
We are all greatly influenced by the people we spend the most 
time with, whether we realize it or not. Steven Garber writes, “the 
people you surround yourself with . . . is one of the most important 
choices you make.”1 Proverbs 12:26 (NET) notes well that “The 
righteous person is cautious in his friendship.” A faithful friend 
can greatly influence how your children grow. If you’d like more 
resources on what it looks like to find community and friendship 
for your kids, check out the following video, How Do You Find 
Community? and the article, Friendship: The Forgotten Love.

•	 Guide your kids to the wisdom of God and his truth. Proverbs 
9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 
the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.” Drawing near to God 
through prayer, Bible reading, and church involvement puts our 
children in places where they can learn about and experience 
God’s foundational love. Knowing Jesus, who is “the way, and the 
truth, and the life” (John 14:6), will ground our kids in reality, and 
this truth will set them free (John 8:32). Dr. Jeff Myers writes, “In 
the past, Truth changed everything. It still does today.”2 For more 
material on helping the rising generation embrace God’s truth 
and wisdom, check out the book Truth Changes Everything: How 
People of Faith Can Transform the World in Times of Crisis and 
the Basecamp, Truth Matters: Equipping Students with a Lifelong 
Faith.

2 	CHILDREN WHO LOVE GOD WITH ALL THEIR HEART, SOUL, & MIND
Protecting our kids from harmful ideas is a vital part of parenting, but 
it’s just the beginning. As we guide them to recognize faulty reasoning, 
foster faithful communities, and embrace God’s wisdom, our ultimate 
aim is for them to love God and others wholeheartedly, with all their 
heart, soul, and mind (Matthew 22:36–40).
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Perhaps the most powerful way to protect our kids from lies is to show 
them the truth, beauty, and goodness of Jesus and his gospels. The 
hollow promises of bad ideas lose their appeal if the rising generation 
truly experiences the love and light of God and the abundant life he 
offers.
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