
Building on the Rock
I M A G E - B E A R I N G

GRADE

SAMPLER



2

iii

Foreword .............................................................................vii
Introduction ..................................................................... viii
Summit’s Faith and Convictions ....................................ix
Scope and Sequence ..........................................................x
Using Building on the Rock .............................................xi

Worldview Section
Level 1 Wisdom
Units 1–4 Overview and Preparation ............................. 1
 Lesson 1 Wisdom I
  1.1.1 Truth 1 ........................................... 4 
  1.1.2 Truth 1, Part 2 ................................ 6
  2.1.3 Truth 2 ........................................... 8
  2.1.4 Truth 2, Part 2 ............................. 10

 Lesson 2 Wisdom II
  3.2.1 Truth 3 ......................................... 12 
  3.2.2 Truth 3, Part 2 ............................. 14
  4.2.3 Truth 4 ........................................ 16
  4.2.4 Truth 4, Part 2 ............................. 18

Level 2 Fellowship
Unit 5 Overview and Preparation ................................. 21
 Lesson 3 Fellowship I
  5.3.1 Truth 5 ......................................... 24 
  5.3.2 Truth 5, Part 2 ............................. 26
  6.3.3 Truth 6 ......................................... 28
  6.3.4 Truth 6, Part 2 ............................. 30

 Lesson 4 Fellowship II
  7.4.1 Truth 7 ......................................... 32
  7.4.2 Truth 7, Part 2 .............................. 34
  8.4.3 Truth 8 ......................................... 36
  8.4.4 Truth 8, Part 2 ............................. 38

Level 3 Image-Bearing
Unit 9 Overview and Preparation .................................41
 Lesson 5 Image-Bearing
  9.5.1 Review Level 1 .............................. 44 
  9.5.2 Review Level 2 ............................. 46
  9.5.3 In His Likeness ............................. 48
  9.5.4 Harmony in My Heart ................. 50

 Lesson 6 God’s Image, Part I
  9.6.1 Thoughts and Emotions ............... 52
  9.6.2 The Mind ..................................... 54
  9.6.3 God’s Emotions ............................ 56
  9.6.4 My Emotions ................................ 58

 Lesson 7 God’s Image, Part II
  9.7.1 God’s Ability to Choose ................ 60
  9.7.2 My Ability to Choose .................... 62
  9.7.3 Knowing Right and Wrong ........... 64
  9.7.4 God’s Spirit and My Spirit ............ 66

 Lesson 8 Unique Creations
  9.8.1 Thinking Differently .................... 68
  9.8.2 Solving Problems .......................... 70
  9.8.3 Godly Thinking ........................... 72
  9.8.4 Our Feelings ................................. 74

 Lesson 9 Moral Dimensions
  9.9.1 Emotions ...................................... 76
  9.9.2 Decisions ...................................... 78
  9.9.3 Poor Choices ................................. 80
  9.9.4 Strong Choices .............................. 82

Unit 10 Overview and Preparation .............................. 85
 Lesson 10 Crown of Creation
  10.10.1 Glory and Honor ...................... 88
  10.10.2 Only People .............................. 90
  10.10.3 Authority over the Earth ........... 92
  10.10.4 Eternal Life ............................... 94

 Lesson 11 God’s Values
  10.11.1 Looking at the Outside .............. 96
  10.11.2 A Heart of Faith ........................ 98
  10.11.3 A Servant’s Heart .................... 100
	 	 10.11.4	Confidence .............................. 102

 Lesson 12 Equally Valued
  10.12.1 God Cares for the Poor ........... 104
  10.12.2 No Favoritism ......................... 106
  10.12.3 The Least of These ................. 108
  10.12.4 Every Race and Nation ............110

Unit 11 Overview and Preparation .............................. 113
 Lesson 13 Personal Disharmony I
  11.13.1 Image-Bearing ..........................116
  11.13.2 The Fall and Sin ......................118
  11.13.3 Imperfect Thinking ................ 120
  11.13.4 Imperfect Choices ................... 122

 Lesson 14 Personal Disharmony II
  11.14.1 Broken Promises ...................... 124
  11.14.2 Imperfect Emotions................. 126
  11.14.3 Marred Discernment ............... 128
  11.14.4 Imperfect Image ...................... 130

Building on the Rock Table of Contents—Teacher’s Manual

TEACHER MANUAL

Building on the Rock
I M A G E - B E A R I N G

GRADE

Samples reduced; not actual size



3

Teacher Manual

iii

Foreword .............................................................................vii
Introduction ..................................................................... viii
Summit’s Faith and Convictions ....................................ix
Scope and Sequence ..........................................................x
Using Building on the Rock .............................................xi

Worldview Section
Level 1 Wisdom
Units 1–4 Overview and Preparation ............................. 1
 Lesson 1 Wisdom I
  1.1.1 Truth 1 ........................................... 4 
  1.1.2 Truth 1, Part 2 ................................ 6
  2.1.3 Truth 2 ........................................... 8
  2.1.4 Truth 2, Part 2 ............................. 10

 Lesson 2 Wisdom II
  3.2.1 Truth 3 ......................................... 12 
  3.2.2 Truth 3, Part 2 ............................. 14
  4.2.3 Truth 4 ........................................ 16
  4.2.4 Truth 4, Part 2 ............................. 18

Level 2 Fellowship
Unit 5 Overview and Preparation ................................. 21
 Lesson 3 Fellowship I
  5.3.1 Truth 5 ......................................... 24 
  5.3.2 Truth 5, Part 2 ............................. 26
  6.3.3 Truth 6 ......................................... 28
  6.3.4 Truth 6, Part 2 ............................. 30

 Lesson 4 Fellowship II
  7.4.1 Truth 7 ......................................... 32
  7.4.2 Truth 7, Part 2 .............................. 34
  8.4.3 Truth 8 ......................................... 36
  8.4.4 Truth 8, Part 2 ............................. 38

Level 3 Image-Bearing
Unit 9 Overview and Preparation .................................41
 Lesson 5 Image-Bearing
  9.5.1 Review Level 1 .............................. 44 
  9.5.2 Review Level 2 ............................. 46
  9.5.3 In His Likeness ............................. 48
  9.5.4 Harmony in My Heart ................. 50

 Lesson 6 God’s Image, Part I
  9.6.1 Thoughts and Emotions ............... 52
  9.6.2 The Mind ..................................... 54
  9.6.3 God’s Emotions ............................ 56
  9.6.4 My Emotions ................................ 58

 Lesson 7 God’s Image, Part II
  9.7.1 God’s Ability to Choose ................ 60
  9.7.2 My Ability to Choose .................... 62
  9.7.3 Knowing Right and Wrong ........... 64
  9.7.4 God’s Spirit and My Spirit ............ 66

 Lesson 8 Unique Creations
  9.8.1 Thinking Differently .................... 68
  9.8.2 Solving Problems .......................... 70
  9.8.3 Godly Thinking ........................... 72
  9.8.4 Our Feelings ................................. 74

 Lesson 9 Moral Dimensions
  9.9.1 Emotions ...................................... 76
  9.9.2 Decisions ...................................... 78
  9.9.3 Poor Choices ................................. 80
  9.9.4 Strong Choices .............................. 82

Unit 10 Overview and Preparation .............................. 85
 Lesson 10 Crown of Creation
  10.10.1 Glory and Honor ...................... 88
  10.10.2 Only People .............................. 90
  10.10.3 Authority over the Earth ........... 92
  10.10.4 Eternal Life ............................... 94

 Lesson 11 God’s Values
  10.11.1 Looking at the Outside .............. 96
  10.11.2 A Heart of Faith ........................ 98
  10.11.3 A Servant’s Heart .................... 100
	 	 10.11.4	Confidence .............................. 102

 Lesson 12 Equally Valued
  10.12.1 God Cares for the Poor ........... 104
  10.12.2 No Favoritism ......................... 106
  10.12.3 The Least of These ................. 108
  10.12.4 Every Race and Nation ............110

Unit 11 Overview and Preparation .............................. 113
 Lesson 13 Personal Disharmony I
  11.13.1 Image-Bearing ..........................116
  11.13.2 The Fall and Sin ......................118
  11.13.3 Imperfect Thinking ................ 120
  11.13.4 Imperfect Choices ................... 122

 Lesson 14 Personal Disharmony II
  11.14.1 Broken Promises ...................... 124
  11.14.2 Imperfect Emotions................. 126
  11.14.3 Marred Discernment ............... 128
  11.14.4 Imperfect Image ...................... 130

Building on the Rock Table of Contents—Teacher’s Manual

iii

Foreword .............................................................................vii
Introduction ..................................................................... viii
Summit’s Faith and Convictions ....................................ix
Scope and Sequence ..........................................................x
Using Building on the Rock .............................................xi

Worldview Section
Level 1 Wisdom
Units 1–4 Overview and Preparation ............................. 1
 Lesson 1 Wisdom I
  1.1.1 Truth 1 ........................................... 4 
  1.1.2 Truth 1, Part 2 ................................ 6
  2.1.3 Truth 2 ........................................... 8
  2.1.4 Truth 2, Part 2 ............................. 10

 Lesson 2 Wisdom II
  3.2.1 Truth 3 ......................................... 12 
  3.2.2 Truth 3, Part 2 ............................. 14
  4.2.3 Truth 4 ........................................ 16
  4.2.4 Truth 4, Part 2 ............................. 18

Level 2 Fellowship
Unit 5 Overview and Preparation ................................. 21
 Lesson 3 Fellowship I
  5.3.1 Truth 5 ......................................... 24 
  5.3.2 Truth 5, Part 2 ............................. 26
  6.3.3 Truth 6 ......................................... 28
  6.3.4 Truth 6, Part 2 ............................. 30

 Lesson 4 Fellowship II
  7.4.1 Truth 7 ......................................... 32
  7.4.2 Truth 7, Part 2 .............................. 34
  8.4.3 Truth 8 ......................................... 36
  8.4.4 Truth 8, Part 2 ............................. 38

Level 3 Image-Bearing
Unit 9 Overview and Preparation .................................41
 Lesson 5 Image-Bearing
  9.5.1 Review Level 1 .............................. 44 
  9.5.2 Review Level 2 ............................. 46
  9.5.3 In His Likeness ............................. 48
  9.5.4 Harmony in My Heart ................. 50

 Lesson 6 God’s Image, Part I
  9.6.1 Thoughts and Emotions ............... 52
  9.6.2 The Mind ..................................... 54
  9.6.3 God’s Emotions ............................ 56
  9.6.4 My Emotions ................................ 58

 Lesson 7 God’s Image, Part II
  9.7.1 God’s Ability to Choose ................ 60
  9.7.2 My Ability to Choose .................... 62
  9.7.3 Knowing Right and Wrong ........... 64
  9.7.4 God’s Spirit and My Spirit ............ 66

 Lesson 8 Unique Creations
  9.8.1 Thinking Differently .................... 68
  9.8.2 Solving Problems .......................... 70
  9.8.3 Godly Thinking ........................... 72
  9.8.4 Our Feelings ................................. 74

 Lesson 9 Moral Dimensions
  9.9.1 Emotions ...................................... 76
  9.9.2 Decisions ...................................... 78
  9.9.3 Poor Choices ................................. 80
  9.9.4 Strong Choices .............................. 82

Unit 10 Overview and Preparation .............................. 85
 Lesson 10 Crown of Creation
  10.10.1 Glory and Honor ...................... 88
  10.10.2 Only People .............................. 90
  10.10.3 Authority over the Earth ........... 92
  10.10.4 Eternal Life ............................... 94

 Lesson 11 God’s Values
  10.11.1 Looking at the Outside .............. 96
  10.11.2 A Heart of Faith ........................ 98
  10.11.3 A Servant’s Heart .................... 100
	 	 10.11.4	Confidence .............................. 102

 Lesson 12 Equally Valued
  10.12.1 God Cares for the Poor ........... 104
  10.12.2 No Favoritism ......................... 106
  10.12.3 The Least of These ................. 108
  10.12.4 Every Race and Nation ............110

Unit 11 Overview and Preparation .............................. 113
 Lesson 13 Personal Disharmony I
  11.13.1 Image-Bearing ..........................116
  11.13.2 The Fall and Sin ......................118
  11.13.3 Imperfect Thinking ................ 120
  11.13.4 Imperfect Choices ................... 122

 Lesson 14 Personal Disharmony II
  11.14.1 Broken Promises ...................... 124
  11.14.2 Imperfect Emotions................. 126
  11.14.3 Marred Discernment ............... 128
  11.14.4 Imperfect Image ...................... 130

Building on the Rock Table of Contents—Teacher’s Manual

iii

Foreword .............................................................................vii
Introduction ..................................................................... viii
Summit’s Faith and Convictions ....................................ix
Scope and Sequence ..........................................................x
Using Building on the Rock .............................................xi

Worldview Section
Level 1 Wisdom
Units 1–4 Overview and Preparation ............................. 1
 Lesson 1 Wisdom I
  1.1.1 Truth 1 ........................................... 4 
  1.1.2 Truth 1, Part 2 ................................ 6
  2.1.3 Truth 2 ........................................... 8
  2.1.4 Truth 2, Part 2 ............................. 10

 Lesson 2 Wisdom II
  3.2.1 Truth 3 ......................................... 12 
  3.2.2 Truth 3, Part 2 ............................. 14
  4.2.3 Truth 4 ........................................ 16
  4.2.4 Truth 4, Part 2 ............................. 18

Level 2 Fellowship
Unit 5 Overview and Preparation ................................. 21
 Lesson 3 Fellowship I
  5.3.1 Truth 5 ......................................... 24 
  5.3.2 Truth 5, Part 2 ............................. 26
  6.3.3 Truth 6 ......................................... 28
  6.3.4 Truth 6, Part 2 ............................. 30

 Lesson 4 Fellowship II
  7.4.1 Truth 7 ......................................... 32
  7.4.2 Truth 7, Part 2 .............................. 34
  8.4.3 Truth 8 ......................................... 36
  8.4.4 Truth 8, Part 2 ............................. 38

Level 3 Image-Bearing
Unit 9 Overview and Preparation .................................41
 Lesson 5 Image-Bearing
  9.5.1 Review Level 1 .............................. 44 
  9.5.2 Review Level 2 ............................. 46
  9.5.3 In His Likeness ............................. 48
  9.5.4 Harmony in My Heart ................. 50

 Lesson 6 God’s Image, Part I
  9.6.1 Thoughts and Emotions ............... 52
  9.6.2 The Mind ..................................... 54
  9.6.3 God’s Emotions ............................ 56
  9.6.4 My Emotions ................................ 58

 Lesson 7 God’s Image, Part II
  9.7.1 God’s Ability to Choose ................ 60
  9.7.2 My Ability to Choose .................... 62
  9.7.3 Knowing Right and Wrong ........... 64
  9.7.4 God’s Spirit and My Spirit ............ 66

 Lesson 8 Unique Creations
  9.8.1 Thinking Differently .................... 68
  9.8.2 Solving Problems .......................... 70
  9.8.3 Godly Thinking ........................... 72
  9.8.4 Our Feelings ................................. 74

 Lesson 9 Moral Dimensions
  9.9.1 Emotions ...................................... 76
  9.9.2 Decisions ...................................... 78
  9.9.3 Poor Choices ................................. 80
  9.9.4 Strong Choices .............................. 82

Unit 10 Overview and Preparation .............................. 85
 Lesson 10 Crown of Creation
  10.10.1 Glory and Honor ...................... 88
  10.10.2 Only People .............................. 90
  10.10.3 Authority over the Earth ........... 92
  10.10.4 Eternal Life ............................... 94

 Lesson 11 God’s Values
  10.11.1 Looking at the Outside .............. 96
  10.11.2 A Heart of Faith ........................ 98
  10.11.3 A Servant’s Heart .................... 100
	 	 10.11.4	Confidence .............................. 102

 Lesson 12 Equally Valued
  10.12.1 God Cares for the Poor ........... 104
  10.12.2 No Favoritism ......................... 106
  10.12.3 The Least of These ................. 108
  10.12.4 Every Race and Nation ............110

Unit 11 Overview and Preparation .............................. 113
 Lesson 13 Personal Disharmony I
  11.13.1 Image-Bearing ..........................116
  11.13.2 The Fall and Sin ......................118
  11.13.3 Imperfect Thinking ................ 120
  11.13.4 Imperfect Choices ................... 122

 Lesson 14 Personal Disharmony II
  11.14.1 Broken Promises ...................... 124
  11.14.2 Imperfect Emotions................. 126
  11.14.3 Marred Discernment ............... 128
  11.14.4 Imperfect Image ...................... 130

Building on the Rock Table of Contents—Teacher’s Manual



4

Teacher Manual

iv ©          BOTR Grade 3

 Lesson 15 Disharmony in My Heart
  11.15.1 Shame ..................................... 132
  11.15.2 Fear ......................................... 134
  11.15.3 Guilt and Sadness .................... 136
  11.15.4 Self-Control ............................. 138

 Lesson 16 Making Excuses
  11.16.1 Guilty or Not Guilty? .............. 140
  11.16.2 Being Guilty ........................... 142
  11.16.3 Efforts ..................................... 144
  11.16.4 Feelings ................................... 146

Unit 12 Overview and Preparation ............................. 149
 Lesson 17 In Pursuit of Harmony
  12.17.1 Guilty or Not ...........................152
  12.17.2 Wisdom ...................................154
  12.17.3 Entertainment and Wealth .......156
  12.17.4 Fame ........................................158

 Lesson 18 Made New
  12.18.1 Out with the Old .................... 160
  12.18.2 A New Heart ...........................162
  12.18.3 Heart Transformation ............. 164
  12.18.4 A Heart at Peace ..................... 166

 Lesson 19 Growing Good Fruit
  12.19.1 Fruit of the Spirit I .................. 168
  12.19.2 Fruit of the Spirit II .................170
  12.19.3 Fruit of the Spirit III ................172
  12.19.4 Fruit of the Spirit IV ................174

 Lesson 20 Being Holy
  12.20.1 Spiritual Fruit ..........................176
  12.20.2 Review Image-Bearing ............178
  12.20.3 Review Truths 11 and 12 ........ 180
	 	 12.20.4	Confidence	and	Peace ..............182

Level 4 Servanthood
Units 13–16 Preparation ............................................... 185
 Lesson 21 Servanthood I
  13.21.1 Truth 13 ................................. 188
  13.21.2 Truth 13, Part 2 ...................... 190
  14.21.3 Truth 14 ..................................192
  14.21.4 Truth 14, Part 2 ...................... 194

 Lesson 22 Servanthood II
  15.22.1 Truth 15 ................................. 196
  15.22.2 Truth 15, Part 2 .......................198
  16.22.3 Truth 16 ................................. 200
  16.22.4 Truth 16, Part 2 ..................... 202

Level 5 Stewardship
Units 17–20 Preparation .............................................. 205
 Lesson 23 Stewardship I
  17.23.1 Truth 17 .................................. 208
  17.23.2 Truth 17, Part 2 .......................210
  18.23.3 Truth 18 ..................................212
  18.23.4 Truth 18, Part 2 .......................214

 Lesson 24 Stewardship II
  19.24.1 Truth 19 ..................................216
  19.24.2 Truth 19, Part 2 .......................218
  20.24.3 Truth 20................................. 220
  20.24.4 Truth 20, Part 2 ..................... 222

Bible Survey Section
God’s Chosen Kings
 Lesson 25 God’s Plan and People
  25.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 225
  25.1 Creation, Sin, and the Flood ........ 226
  25.2 The Covenant ............................. 228
  25.3 From Slaves to Freedom ............... 230
  25.4 Canaan and the Judges ................ 232

 Lesson 26 Samuel and Saul
  26.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 235
  26.1 Dedicated to God ........................ 236
  26.2 A Voice in the Night ................... 238
  26.3 The Ark is Lost ........................... 240
  26.4 We Want a King.......................... 242

 Lesson 27 Saul Disobeys
  27.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 245
  27.1 Making Excuses ........................... 246
  27.2 Saul and Jonathan ....................... 248
  27.3 King Saul Disobeys Again ........... 250
  27.4 Obedience and Humility ..............252

 Lesson 28 God Chooses David
  28.0 Overview and Preparation ............255
  28.1 Samuel Anoints David ................. 256
  28.2 David Serves Saul ........................ 258
  28.3 David and Goliath ...................... 260
	 	 28.4	Confidence .................................. 262

 Lesson 29 A Jealous King
  29.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 265
  29.1 David’s Fame ............................... 266
  29.2 A Promise Made and Broken ....... 268
  29.3 A Secret Plan ............................... 270
  29.4 Loyalty and Friendliness .............. 272

iv ©          BOTR Grade 3

 Lesson 15 Disharmony in My Heart
  11.15.1 Shame ..................................... 132
  11.15.2 Fear ......................................... 134
  11.15.3 Guilt and Sadness .................... 136
  11.15.4 Self-Control ............................. 138

 Lesson 16 Making Excuses
  11.16.1 Guilty or Not Guilty? .............. 140
  11.16.2 Being Guilty ........................... 142
  11.16.3 Efforts ..................................... 144
  11.16.4 Feelings ................................... 146

Unit 12 Overview and Preparation ............................. 149
 Lesson 17 In Pursuit of Harmony
  12.17.1 Guilty or Not ...........................152
  12.17.2 Wisdom ...................................154
  12.17.3 Entertainment and Wealth .......156
  12.17.4 Fame ........................................158

 Lesson 18 Made New
  12.18.1 Out with the Old .................... 160
  12.18.2 A New Heart ...........................162
  12.18.3 Heart Transformation ............. 164
  12.18.4 A Heart at Peace ..................... 166

 Lesson 19 Growing Good Fruit
  12.19.1 Fruit of the Spirit I .................. 168
  12.19.2 Fruit of the Spirit II .................170
  12.19.3 Fruit of the Spirit III ................172
  12.19.4 Fruit of the Spirit IV ................174

 Lesson 20 Being Holy
  12.20.1 Spiritual Fruit ..........................176
  12.20.2 Review Image-Bearing ............178
  12.20.3 Review Truths 11 and 12 ........ 180
	 	 12.20.4	Confidence	and	Peace ..............182

Level 4 Servanthood
Units 13–16 Preparation ............................................... 185
 Lesson 21 Servanthood I
  13.21.1 Truth 13 ................................. 188
  13.21.2 Truth 13, Part 2 ...................... 190
  14.21.3 Truth 14 ..................................192
  14.21.4 Truth 14, Part 2 ...................... 194

 Lesson 22 Servanthood II
  15.22.1 Truth 15 ................................. 196
  15.22.2 Truth 15, Part 2 .......................198
  16.22.3 Truth 16 ................................. 200
  16.22.4 Truth 16, Part 2 ..................... 202

Level 5 Stewardship
Units 17–20 Preparation .............................................. 205
 Lesson 23 Stewardship I
  17.23.1 Truth 17 .................................. 208
  17.23.2 Truth 17, Part 2 .......................210
  18.23.3 Truth 18 ..................................212
  18.23.4 Truth 18, Part 2 .......................214

 Lesson 24 Stewardship II
  19.24.1 Truth 19 ..................................216
  19.24.2 Truth 19, Part 2 .......................218
  20.24.3 Truth 20................................. 220
  20.24.4 Truth 20, Part 2 ..................... 222

Bible Survey Section
God’s Chosen Kings
 Lesson 25 God’s Plan and People
  25.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 225
  25.1 Creation, Sin, and the Flood ........ 226
  25.2 The Covenant ............................. 228
  25.3 From Slaves to Freedom ............... 230
  25.4 Canaan and the Judges ................ 232

 Lesson 26 Samuel and Saul
  26.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 235
  26.1 Dedicated to God ........................ 236
  26.2 A Voice in the Night ................... 238
  26.3 The Ark is Lost ........................... 240
  26.4 We Want a King.......................... 242

 Lesson 27 Saul Disobeys
  27.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 245
  27.1 Making Excuses ........................... 246
  27.2 Saul and Jonathan ....................... 248
  27.3 King Saul Disobeys Again ........... 250
  27.4 Obedience and Humility ..............252

 Lesson 28 God Chooses David
  28.0 Overview and Preparation ............255
  28.1 Samuel Anoints David ................. 256
  28.2 David Serves Saul ........................ 258
  28.3 David and Goliath ...................... 260
	 	 28.4	Confidence .................................. 262

 Lesson 29 A Jealous King
  29.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 265
  29.1 David’s Fame ............................... 266
  29.2 A Promise Made and Broken ....... 268
  29.3 A Secret Plan ............................... 270
  29.4 Loyalty and Friendliness .............. 272



5

Teacher Manual

iv ©          BOTR Grade 3

 Lesson 15 Disharmony in My Heart
  11.15.1 Shame ..................................... 132
  11.15.2 Fear ......................................... 134
  11.15.3 Guilt and Sadness .................... 136
  11.15.4 Self-Control ............................. 138

 Lesson 16 Making Excuses
  11.16.1 Guilty or Not Guilty? .............. 140
  11.16.2 Being Guilty ........................... 142
  11.16.3 Efforts ..................................... 144
  11.16.4 Feelings ................................... 146

Unit 12 Overview and Preparation ............................. 149
 Lesson 17 In Pursuit of Harmony
  12.17.1 Guilty or Not ...........................152
  12.17.2 Wisdom ...................................154
  12.17.3 Entertainment and Wealth .......156
  12.17.4 Fame ........................................158

 Lesson 18 Made New
  12.18.1 Out with the Old .................... 160
  12.18.2 A New Heart ...........................162
  12.18.3 Heart Transformation ............. 164
  12.18.4 A Heart at Peace ..................... 166

 Lesson 19 Growing Good Fruit
  12.19.1 Fruit of the Spirit I .................. 168
  12.19.2 Fruit of the Spirit II .................170
  12.19.3 Fruit of the Spirit III ................172
  12.19.4 Fruit of the Spirit IV ................174

 Lesson 20 Being Holy
  12.20.1 Spiritual Fruit ..........................176
  12.20.2 Review Image-Bearing ............178
  12.20.3 Review Truths 11 and 12 ........ 180
	 	 12.20.4	Confidence	and	Peace ..............182

Level 4 Servanthood
Units 13–16 Preparation ............................................... 185
 Lesson 21 Servanthood I
  13.21.1 Truth 13 ................................. 188
  13.21.2 Truth 13, Part 2 ...................... 190
  14.21.3 Truth 14 ..................................192
  14.21.4 Truth 14, Part 2 ...................... 194

 Lesson 22 Servanthood II
  15.22.1 Truth 15 ................................. 196
  15.22.2 Truth 15, Part 2 .......................198
  16.22.3 Truth 16 ................................. 200
  16.22.4 Truth 16, Part 2 ..................... 202

Level 5 Stewardship
Units 17–20 Preparation .............................................. 205
 Lesson 23 Stewardship I
  17.23.1 Truth 17 .................................. 208
  17.23.2 Truth 17, Part 2 .......................210
  18.23.3 Truth 18 ..................................212
  18.23.4 Truth 18, Part 2 .......................214

 Lesson 24 Stewardship II
  19.24.1 Truth 19 ..................................216
  19.24.2 Truth 19, Part 2 .......................218
  20.24.3 Truth 20................................. 220
  20.24.4 Truth 20, Part 2 ..................... 222

Bible Survey Section
God’s Chosen Kings
 Lesson 25 God’s Plan and People
  25.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 225
  25.1 Creation, Sin, and the Flood ........ 226
  25.2 The Covenant ............................. 228
  25.3 From Slaves to Freedom ............... 230
  25.4 Canaan and the Judges ................ 232

 Lesson 26 Samuel and Saul
  26.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 235
  26.1 Dedicated to God ........................ 236
  26.2 A Voice in the Night ................... 238
  26.3 The Ark is Lost ........................... 240
  26.4 We Want a King.......................... 242

 Lesson 27 Saul Disobeys
  27.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 245
  27.1 Making Excuses ........................... 246
  27.2 Saul and Jonathan ....................... 248
  27.3 King Saul Disobeys Again ........... 250
  27.4 Obedience and Humility ..............252

 Lesson 28 God Chooses David
  28.0 Overview and Preparation ............255
  28.1 Samuel Anoints David ................. 256
  28.2 David Serves Saul ........................ 258
  28.3 David and Goliath ...................... 260
	 	 28.4	Confidence .................................. 262

 Lesson 29 A Jealous King
  29.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 265
  29.1 David’s Fame ............................... 266
  29.2 A Promise Made and Broken ....... 268
  29.3 A Secret Plan ............................... 270
  29.4 Loyalty and Friendliness .............. 272

v

 Lesson 30 David Hides from Saul
  30.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 275
  30.1 The Desert .................................. 276
  30.2 The Cave ..................................... 278
  30.3 The Camp ................................... 280
  30.4 Self-Control and Compassion ...... 282

 Lesson 31 Saul’s Death
  31.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 285
  31.1 A Bad Choice ............................... 286
  31.2 A Message from Samuel ............... 288
  31.3 David’s Lament ............................ 290
  31.4 Peace and Forgiveness .................. 292

 Lesson 32 King David
  32.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 295
  32.1 A Different Kind of King ............ 296
  32.2 Moving the Ark ........................... 298
  32.3 A Joyful Celebration .................... 300
  32.4 Kindness and Initiative ................ 302

 Lesson 33 The Temple
  33.0 Overview and Preparation ........... 305
  33.1 God’s Covenant with David ........ 306
  33.2 David and Solomon ..................... 308
  33.3 Solomon Builds the Temple ..........310
  33.4 Covenant with Solomon ...............312

 Lesson 34 King Solomon
  34.0 Overview and Preparation ............315
  34.1 A Wealthy Kingdom .....................316
  34.2 A Visit from a Queen ...................318
  34.3 Solomon Disobeys ....................... 320
  34.4 A Divided Kingdom .................... 322
 
Index .................................................................................326



6

Teacher Manual

viii ©          BOTR Grade 3

Children’s beliefs and values develop early in life, and students bring these into the classroom. Foundational beliefs and values 
influence	how	students	interpret	knowledge	and	guide	their	actions.	Building	on	the	Rock	is	a	unique	curriculum	designed	to	
help	students	in	kindergarten	through	fifth	grades	interpret	knowledge	and	build	foundational	beliefs	and	values	from	a	biblical	
perspective. In an age of competing worldviews, this curriculum will help young students formulate a biblical perspective of the 
world and then live accordingly. Building on the Rock incorporates worldview and Bible survey curricula in a way that cohesively 
presents	the	affirmations	of	the	biblical	worldview	within	the	historic	biblical	truths	of	creation,	the	fall,	and	redemption.	It	also	lays	
the groundwork for later comparative worldview studies at the secondary and higher levels of education.

Christian schools have a unique opportunity to model educational excellence, preparing students to enter society with a distinctly 
biblical worldview through which they can integrate their faith and academic knowledge. From this integrated approach to 
education,	students	are	enabled	not	only	to	remain	firm	in	their	faith,	but	also	to	make	lifelong	contributions	to	society.	

Summit Ministries
Established in 1962, Summit Ministries exists to train Christian leaders to understand our times, faith, and culture and to know 
what it means to think like a Christian in every area of life. Summit is committed to developing curricula to help students articulate 
and apply the biblical worldview to every aspect of reality. Key strategies in this battle for the mind are Building on the Rock (for 
elementary students); Walking in Truth and Lightbearers (for middle school students); and Understanding the Times, Understanding 
the Faith, and Understanding the Culture (for high school students and adults). The latter three texts examine 10 academic disciplines 
within a framework of six worldviews: Marxism, secularism, postmodernism, new spirituality, Islam, and Christianity. 

Design of Building on the Rock
The design and goals for Building on the Rock are based on the understanding that no worldview curriculum can, or should, 
provide an exact model for Christian thinking and action. Rather, a worldview curriculum must present a framework of biblical 
truth	and	values,	encourage	students	to	reflect	upon	it,	and	provide	opportunities	in	various	formats	for	students	to	apply	what	they	
have learned. Ultimately, it is up to students to individually embrace biblical truth and to act upon it as they are enabled by the 
Holy Spirit. Within these parameters, the goal of Building on the Rock is to help students develop a cohesive biblical worldview 
through which they can interpret the world around them and respond to it biblically in both their thoughts and actions.

A common concern among many Christian school Bible teachers is that after years of religious education, students neither 
understand	the	relationships	between	the	Bible	facts	they	have	memorized,	nor	link	those	facts	with	a	clearly	defined	worldview.	
Bible stories, such as Noah and the ark, David and Goliath, and Daniel in the lions’ den, remain unrelated to the real-life issues 
students face, thus creating a disjointed perspective, reinforcing a sacred-versus-secular dichotomy of thought. Building on the Rock 
is a correlated worldview and Bible survey course that examines the major events and truths of the Bible within the framework 
of	the	biblical	worldview.	The	worldview	component	of	the	curriculum	is	designed	to	be	taught	during	the	first	two-thirds	of	
the school year and the Bible survey in the last third. The biblical truths presented in the worldview section are introduced and 
reinforced, then woven into the Bible survey section of the curriculum.

From its founding, Summit Ministries has focused on applying Christianity’s essential doctrines to understand the times and know 
what our society ought to do.i Summit’s board of directors, employees, and volunteers seek to clearly state our faith as well as the 
convictions	that	flow	from	it.

Statement of Faith
As a Statement of Faith, Summit	agrees	with	and	holds	to	the	Apostles’	Creed,	an	ancient	profession	affirmed	by	Jesus-followers	for	
more than 1,500 years:

[We] believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
[We] believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried;	he	descended	to	the	dead.	On	the	third	day	he	rose	again;	he	ascended	
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
[We] believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic [universal] church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. AMEN.

Introduction 
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Introduction 
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Statement of Convictions
As an outworking of this Statement of Faith, Summit agrees with and holds to certain convictions describing what we know to be 
true about the world:

God. God, existing eternally in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the source of all truth and he expresses his nature 
relationally.ii God has revealed himself both in nature and through the Bible, the only inerrant, inspired, authoritative word 
of God.iii This has implications for the institutions of church, family, commerce and government.iv 

Humanity. All human beings bear God’s image and are thus inherently valuable—beginning at conception—whether or not 
society regards them as healthy, productive, or useful.v As God’s image-bearers, men and women of all races and nationalities 
have the capacity and the calling to steward creation, create economic and social value, pursue justice, stand against evil, 
and act in a transforming way in culture.vi

Salvation. Through sin humanity has departed from God’s way, but through our Lord Jesus Christ God has made a way for us 
to be reconciled to him, to be transformed to understand and do his will, and to be ambassadors of his gospel.vii Further, God has 
instituted the church as a vital means by which his gospel would be proclaimed and practiced.

Society. Citizens of the kingdom of heaven will always be the best citizens of the kingdom of man, because obeying God above all 
earthly powers is what best secures the blessings of liberty. Government is God-ordained to punish evil and protect the good. 
When it oversteps its bounds by failing to recognize the value of each person, or by constraining conscience, or by calling 
good what God calls evil and calling evil what God calls good, we must call it to account.viii

Marriage. God made human beings male and female, equal in value but complementary in their relationship to one another 
(Genesis 1:26-27). Gender is not a mere social construction, but part of a loving Creator’s design that is lived out in 
singlehood as well as in marriage, which we believe to have been created by God and intended for one man and one  
woman, for life (Genesis 2:18-25).ix Man/woman marriage is the only proper place for intimate sexual relationship, and it 
is the proper place in which to welcome children—by birth or adoption—as a blessing from God.x As valuable as marriage 
is, though, we believe that only God can ultimately meet our need for intimacy, and that our identity is properly placed in 
Christ rather than in our marital status or our assessment of our feelings of sexual attraction.xi

Stewardship. Human beings were given charge over God’s creation, and we take seriously our calling to care for it.xii We are 
called to bear God’s image through creativity and industriousness.xiii We support the principles of free exchange, respect for 
private property, and honesty as being means by which we best care for our planet, serve one another, and alleviate poverty 
and its effects.xiv

We	see	these	convictions	as	based	on	justified	true	beliefs	describing	the	world	as	it	actually	is,	not	on	mere	opinion	or	upbringing.	
Thus, out of gratitude and commitment to our Lord, we will believe them, act upon them, and seek to persuade others.xv 

The following endnotes reference various chapters from the Understanding the Times book series to further illustrate and explain our convictions.
iUnderstanding the Times, chapters 1 and 2.
iiUnderstanding the Faith, chapter 4.
iiiUnderstanding the Faith, chapter 3.
ivUnderstanding the Times, chapter 15, and Understanding the Culture, chapter 12.
vUnderstanding the Faith, chapters 5, 8, and 9, and Understanding the Culture, chapter 8.
viUnderstanding the Culture, chapters 15 and 16.
viiUnderstanding the Faith, chapters 6 and 17.
viiiUnderstanding the Culture, chapter 13.
ixUnderstanding the Culture, chapter 10.
xUnderstanding the Times, chapter 13, and Understanding the Culture, chapter 10.
xiUnderstanding the Culture, chapter 9.
xiiUnderstanding the Culture, chapter 11.
xiiiUnderstanding the Times, chapter 16, and Understanding the Culture, chapters 14. 
xivUnderstanding the Times, chapter 16, and Understanding the Culture, chapters 17. 
xvUnderstanding the Culture, chapter 1.

Summit’s Faith and Convictions
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Building	on	the	Rock	includes	five	levels	of	study	in	both	the	Worldview	and	Bible	Survey	sections.	A	spiral	sequence	for	grades	
K–5	assures	that	students	receive	continuing	worldview	and	correlating	Bible	content	at	age-appropriate	levels	of	difficulty.	Grade	K	
introduces the Biblical Truths and some of the character traits. Grade levels 1–5	concentrate	on	one	of	the	five	levels	of	the	
curriculum,	and	they	either	review	or	preview	the	other	four.	This	approach	helps	students	see	the	big	picture	of	the	five-year	study	
and	assures	that	concepts	are	developed	and	reinforced	at	each	grade	level.	The	spiral	sequence	also	benefits	students	who	enter	the	
curriculum at different grade levels. Building on the Rock prepares students for Summit’s middle school curriculum and further 
comparative worldview studies.

Grade K
Truth

Grade 1
Wisdom

Grade 2
Fellowship

Grade 3
Image-Bearing

Grade 4
Servanthood

Grade 5
Stewardship

Main Focus Biblical Truths 
1–20

Biblical Truths 
1–4

Biblical Truths 
5–8

Biblical Truths 
9–12

Biblical Truths 
13–16

Biblical Truths 
17–20

Preview Biblical Truths 
5–20

Biblical Truths 
9–20

Biblical Truths 
13–20

Biblical Truths 
17–20

Review Biblical Truths 
1–4

Biblical Truths 
1–8

Biblical Truths 
1–12

Biblical Truths 
1–16

Main 
Character 

Traits

Holiness, 
Self-Control, 
Obedience, 

Trust, Peace, 
Forgiveness, 

Dependability, 
Confidence,	

Loyalty, 
Friendliness, 
Reverence, 

Joy, Kindness, 
Compassion

Obedience
Reverence
Loyalty

Gratitude

Joy
Trust

Humility
Compassion

Holiness
Confidence
Self-Control

Peace

Friendliness
Honesty
Kindness

Forgiveness

Orderliness
Dependability
Perseverance

Initiative

Bible 
Survey 
Topics

Bible Overview
Creation and Fall, 
Noah, Abraham, 
Joseph, Moses, 
Joshua, Ruth, 
David, Elijah, 

Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection

Genesis
Creation

Noah
Abraham 

Isaac
Jacob
Joseph

Exodus
Egyptian captivity

Moses and the 
exodus,

Wilderness 
wandering,

Joshua
Judges

1 and 2 Samuel, 
1 and 2 Kings

Samuel
King Saul

King David
King Solomon

Major and 
Minor Prophets 
to the Northern 
and Southern 

Kingdoms
Elijah
Elisha
Isaiah

Jeremiah

Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, John
Jesus’ early life 
and ministry,

Jesus calls 
disciples,

Jesus’ teaching,
Jesus’ death and 

resurrection

Scope and Sequence
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Materials and Components
Building on the Rock is created to guide students to the understanding that there is no difference between the secular and 
sacred—all truth is God’s truth. Its unique interdisciplinary design integrates cross-curricular instruction between multiple subjects 
including mathematics, science, social studies, music, art, and language arts. This enables students to practice critical thinking 
and collaborative skills as well as gain the understanding that knowledge is interdependent and connected rather than asset of 
individual, isolated subjects. 

Each grade level of Building on the Rock includes a teacher manual, full-color student workbook, and blackline masters (BLMs) 
and transparencies (TRs) on a CD. Additionally, the series includes a three-dimensional Worldview Model called The House of 
Truth and a Biblical Truth Couplets CD with songs taught in the series. 

The Teacher Manual is divided into two sections—Worldview and Bible Survey. Each grade level includes 34 weeks of instruction 
with	four	daily	lessons	per	week.	The	four-day	format	allows	for	chapel	services,	review,	or	testing	on	the	fifth	day	of	the	week.	The	
Worldview section is divided into 20 units—each unit representing one of 20 biblical truths. Each Worldview unit begins with 
a divider page, which includes an overview of the corresponding biblical truth. The divider page is followed by the preparation 
pages which contain the key concepts, memory verses, character discussion ideas, symbol explanation, and a complete list of the 
supplemental materials required for the unit. The Planning Ahead sidebar lists the materials that need advance notice to obtain. 
The Bible Survey section is divided into 10 lessons that include Worldview Links. Each lesson begins with a preparation page, 
which includes an overview, the integrated character traits from the Worldview units, a complete list of the supplemental materials 
required for the lesson, and a Planning Ahead sidebar.

Daily lesson plans included in the Teacher Manual are coded with the unit number, lesson number, and day (e.g. 3.5.2). An 
exception to the coding is in the Bible survey lessons that list only the lesson number and day (e.g. 25.3). Lesson plans present 
the memory verse, objective, supplemental materials required for the lesson, materials necessary to teach the lesson (except those 
materials commonly used in all elementary classrooms, such as scissors, crayons, and glue sticks) and enrichment activities in 
sidebars. A suggested procedure for teaching the lesson is divided into three sections: Introduce, Develop, and Close. Questions 
directed to students are written in the text. Answers may or may not be shown, depending on the nature of the questions. Socratic 
questions	are	designed	to	stimulate	discussion	and	do	not	require	specific	answers	at	the	time	that	they	are	asked.	Some	questions	
may	have	obvious	answers	and	are	therefore	not	included	in	the	text.	For	questions	that	require	specific	answers,	the	answers	are	
given. You may use the Notes section to write additional questions or helpful teaching hints of your own.

The Student Workbook (SW) is a full-color workbook with perforated pages designed for student use. Each daily lesson has its 
own student workbook page. In lower grades, teachers will need to read the directions and some of the sentences for the students. 
In upper grades, students can complete the exercises on their own. Answers to student workbook pages are shown on reduced-size 
images	in	the	Teacher	Manual.	A	list	of	the	20	Biblical	Truths	and	a	glossary	with	the	vocabulary	words	and	their	definitions	is	
found at the back of the workbook.

Blackline masters (BLMs) are available on the Supplementals CD. These materials serve a variety of purposes; some have 
paraphrased Bible stories for your convenience while others are materials for student use. Transparencies (TRs) are also available on 
the Supplementals CD. Transparencies are full-color visual aids used to enhance instruction and can be displayed using a computer, 
an overhead projector, or an LCD projector. 

Tests are included in the blackline masters. These summative assessments are optional. Formative assessments, such as the review 
questions in the Close section, will also provide you with information about the students’ understanding of the biblical concepts. 
Since Building on the Rock is designed to be used with any common English translation of the Bible, you may choose to have 
students recite the weekly memory verse or write it on the back of the test. 

The Worldview Model is designed like a building that students and teachers build together. The blocks are color-coded to 
correspond to the color of each grade level of the curriculum. Directions for building the Worldview Model—House of Truth—are 
included throughout the lessons in the Teacher Manual. This model is built every year. Once a piece is added to the model, do not 
remove it. Consider placing the model where students can see it during the school day. You may also wish to place the model on a 
turntable so that it can be rotated.

Using Building on the Rock
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How to Teach a Lesson

Introduce M  
Display the brand-name and generic items. Ask students which product is better. (Answers 
will vary.) Ask those students who chose the name-brand item why they picked it. (Answers 
will vary.) Ask those who chose the generic item why they chose it. (Answers will vary.) 
What is one way you can determine which is the better product? (Possible answers: Try the 
product; look inside the box; test it.)

Point out that there are many things that look great on the outside, but they may not be so 
good on the inside. Ask students whether they have ever purchased something that broke 
easily or did not live up to the way it was advertised. (Answers will vary.) Inform students 
that in this lesson, they will learn how God looks at things.

Develop M  P

1 Display pictures of famous people, such as sports stars, actors, or politicians. Have 
students identify as many of the people as possible. Ascertain students’ concepts of 
a person’s value on the basis of outward success, popularity, outward appearance, 
or possessions. Ask students who they consider to be important people. Write their 
suggestions on the board and ask the following: Are famous people more important 
than people who aren’t famous? Who is someone you would call a “hero”? Why do you 
consider this person to be your hero? Do you want to be like this person? Are sports stars 
heroes? Why or why not? 
 
Guide your discussion to people students know personally. Ask students to name someone 
whom they admire. Why do you admire this person? Would you like to grow up to be like 
this person? What qualities does this person have that you wish you had? 

2 Inform students that the Israelites were not immune to placing importance on the 
outward appearance, money and possessions, or the family line of people. They wanted an 
earthly king, but God wanted to be their king. The people of Israel pressured the prophet 
Samuel into selecting a human king for their nation so they could be like other nations. 
The first king of Israel was Saul, a tall, good-looking young man. The people thought 
that Saul would make a great king, but they could not see his heart. God saw his heart 
and knew that Saul would not remain faithful to him. Later in his reign, Saul turned 
from God and became disobedient and selfish. Finally, God rejected Saul and instructed 
Samuel to anoint, or dedicate, a new king—one that God chose. 
 
Make a two-column chart on the board. Label one column What People Consider 
Important and the other column What God Says Is Important. Have students turn to  
1 Samuel 16 and follow along as you, or student volunteers, read 1 Samuel 16:1–13. 
Then ask the following: Why did God send Samuel to Bethlehem? (to choose a new 
king) To whose home did God send him? (to Jesse’s home) How many sons did Jesse 
have? (eight) When Samuel saw Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, what did he think? (He thought 
Eliab was tall, handsome, and would make a good king.) Did God choose the 
handsome Eliab? (No.) As Jesse’s other sons passed by Samuel, what did Samuel say? (He 
said that the Lord had not chosen any of them to be king.) What question did Samuel 
ask Jesse? (He asked if Jesse had any other sons.) How did Jesse answer the question? 
(He said that his youngest son was still out in the field, taking care of the sheep.) 
What was the youngest son’s name? (David) What happened when David appeared before 
Samuel? (Samuel knew that God had chosen David, so he anointed David to be the 
new king of Israel.) Why was it so strange that God chose the youngest son to be king? 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• affirm that outward appearance 
does not determine a person’s 
worth or value.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.11.1

MATERIALS
• One brand-name item and one 
generic item of the same type, 
such as name-brand cereal 
and its generic equivalent 
(Introduce)

• Pictures of famous people 
(Develop 1)

MEMORY VERSE

1 Samuel 16:7

96 ©          BOTR Grade 3

God’s Values: Looking at the Outside10.11.1

M

VOCABULARY

servant heart
value

PREPARATION
• Look online for pictures of 
recognizable famous people. 
(Develop 1)

P

The lesson number 
10.11.1 tells you that 
this is Unit 10, lesson 
11, and day 1.

The memory verse is 
shown on the first day of 
the lesson, but it may be 
introduced later in the 
week. You can use the 
Bible version approved 
by your school for the 
memory verse.

The vocabulary words 
are listed on the first day 
of the lesson, but may be 
introduced in later lessons.

Supplementals are 
materials provided for 
you, such as student 
workbook pages (SW), 
transparencies (TR), 
blackline masters 
(BLM), and the music 
for Truth Couplets.

Materials M include 
items that need to 
be obtained in order 
to teach the lesson. 
Materials assumed to be 
on hand in the classroom 
are not listed.

Preparation P identifies what you 
need in order to prepare for the 
lesson in advance.

Introduce—an activity is suggested to 
engage students and help them make a 
connection with the daily topic.

1
1

2

3

3

2

4

4

5

5

6

7

7

8
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6

Develop—a systematic 
plan is developed to 
present the lesson content.

8
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How to Teach a Lesson

Introduce M  
Display the brand-name and generic items. Ask students which product is better. (Answers 
will vary.) Ask those students who chose the name-brand item why they picked it. (Answers 
will vary.) Ask those who chose the generic item why they chose it. (Answers will vary.) 
What is one way you can determine which is the better product? (Possible answers: Try the 
product; look inside the box; test it.)

Point out that there are many things that look great on the outside, but they may not be so 
good on the inside. Ask students whether they have ever purchased something that broke 
easily or did not live up to the way it was advertised. (Answers will vary.) Inform students 
that in this lesson, they will learn how God looks at things.

Develop M  P

1 Display pictures of famous people, such as sports stars, actors, or politicians. Have 
students identify as many of the people as possible. Ascertain students’ concepts of 
a person’s value on the basis of outward success, popularity, outward appearance, 
or possessions. Ask students who they consider to be important people. Write their 
suggestions on the board and ask the following: Are famous people more important 
than people who aren’t famous? Who is someone you would call a “hero”? Why do you 
consider this person to be your hero? Do you want to be like this person? Are sports stars 
heroes? Why or why not? 
 
Guide your discussion to people students know personally. Ask students to name someone 
whom they admire. Why do you admire this person? Would you like to grow up to be like 
this person? What qualities does this person have that you wish you had? 

2 Inform students that the Israelites were not immune to placing importance on the 
outward appearance, money and possessions, or the family line of people. They wanted an 
earthly king, but God wanted to be their king. The people of Israel pressured the prophet 
Samuel into selecting a human king for their nation so they could be like other nations. 
The first king of Israel was Saul, a tall, good-looking young man. The people thought 
that Saul would make a great king, but they could not see his heart. God saw his heart 
and knew that Saul would not remain faithful to him. Later in his reign, Saul turned 
from God and became disobedient and selfish. Finally, God rejected Saul and instructed 
Samuel to anoint, or dedicate, a new king—one that God chose. 
 
Make a two-column chart on the board. Label one column What People Consider 
Important and the other column What God Says Is Important. Have students turn to  
1 Samuel 16 and follow along as you, or student volunteers, read 1 Samuel 16:1–13. 
Then ask the following: Why did God send Samuel to Bethlehem? (to choose a new 
king) To whose home did God send him? (to Jesse’s home) How many sons did Jesse 
have? (eight) When Samuel saw Eliab, Jesse’s oldest son, what did he think? (He thought 
Eliab was tall, handsome, and would make a good king.) Did God choose the 
handsome Eliab? (No.) As Jesse’s other sons passed by Samuel, what did Samuel say? (He 
said that the Lord had not chosen any of them to be king.) What question did Samuel 
ask Jesse? (He asked if Jesse had any other sons.) How did Jesse answer the question? 
(He said that his youngest son was still out in the field, taking care of the sheep.) 
What was the youngest son’s name? (David) What happened when David appeared before 
Samuel? (Samuel knew that God had chosen David, so he anointed David to be the 
new king of Israel.) Why was it so strange that God chose the youngest son to be king? 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• affirm that outward appearance 
does not determine a person’s 
worth or value.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.11.1

MATERIALS
• One brand-name item and one 
generic item of the same type, 
such as name-brand cereal 
and its generic equivalent 
(Introduce)

• Pictures of famous people 
(Develop 1)

MEMORY VERSE

1 Samuel 16:7
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God’s Values: Looking at the Outside10.11.1

M

VOCABULARY

servant heart
value

PREPARATION
• Look online for pictures of 
recognizable famous people. 
(Develop 1)

P

The lesson number 
10.11.1 tells you that 
this is Unit 10, lesson 
11, and day 1.

The memory verse is 
shown on the first day of 
the lesson, but it may be 
introduced later in the 
week. You can use the 
Bible version approved 
by your school for the 
memory verse.

The vocabulary words 
are listed on the first day 
of the lesson, but may be 
introduced in later lessons.

Supplementals are 
materials provided for 
you, such as student 
workbook pages (SW), 
transparencies (TR), 
blackline masters 
(BLM), and the music 
for Truth Couplets.

Materials M include 
items that need to 
be obtained in order 
to teach the lesson. 
Materials assumed to be 
on hand in the classroom 
are not listed.

Preparation P identifies what you 
need in order to prepare for the 
lesson in advance.

Introduce—an activity is suggested to 
engage students and help them make a 
connection with the daily topic.

1
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3

3

2

4

4

5

5

6

7

7

8
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6

Develop—a systematic 
plan is developed to 
present the lesson content.

8

xiii

Close—fun, kinesthetic activities are 
included to review the lesson content.

(He was younger than all the others and not the most likely choice.) What happened 
at the end of the story? (God’s Spirit entered David and filled him with power.) Guide 
students to complete the chart on the board by writing outward appearance under the first 
column and the heart in the second column. 

3 Expound on the concept of outward appearance as an indicator of importance. Ask 
students if they think David was better looking than his older brothers. Did David look 
like a potential king? Why do you think that Jesse did not have David come home earlier? 
What was different about David from his brothers? How did Samuel know whom to 
choose? Do you think God’s choice surprised Jesse or David’s older brothers? 
 
Introduce the vocabulary word value. Inform students that value is the importance or 
worth of something. Explain that God’s concept of value is often different from our idea. 
God chose David to be king because David’s heart was devoted to God. All Samuel, Jesse, 
and David’s brothers could see was David’s outward appearance, but God saw his heart. 
Reread 1 Samuel 16:7 and introduce it as the memory verse.

4 Have students complete SW10.11.1 Looking at the Outside.

Close
Have students draw a heart on a piece of scrap paper. Read the following statements and  
have students hold up their heart drawing if the statement refers to something that is 
important to God.

1 It is important to wear 
the top brands and latest 
clothing. (not important)

2 It is important to treat 
other people with respect. 
(important)

3 It is important to have a 
good attitude toward those 
in authority. (important)

4 It is important to have a 
hairstyle that compliments 
your face. (not important)

5 It is important to love God 
with your whole heart. 
(important) 

ENRICHMENT
• King David wrote several 
psalms about his love for 
God. You can read Psalm 30 
responsively by having the 
girls read the odd-numbered 
verses and the boys read the 
even-numbered verses. Ask 
students to share what they 
learned about David’s heart 
from reading the psalm.

• The key theme of Unit 10 
teaches students that their 
value is in their role as image-
bearers rather than in other 
criteria, such as outward 
appearance, riches, power, and 
popularity. Guide discussions 
throughout the week as you 
and your students encounter 
situations in which people 
focus on externals rather than 
on godly character. 

©          BOTR Grade 3

Name Date

10.11.1Looking at the Outside

1.  Read 1 Samuel 16:7. Write the verse on the lines below. 

 

 

 

2. God looks at our hearts. Circle the hearts that have things God values.

3.  Fill in the circle for the definition of value. 

 the worth or importance of something  the price of something

Read Jesus’ words in Matthew 15:18. Answer the questions.

4. Where do the things people say come from? 

5. What defiles or makes a person unclean? 

6.  Which is more important to the Lord, what you put into your heart or what you put into 

your stomach? 

honesty

trust fame

purity

talent
popularity

compassion

good looks

loyalty

97

1 Samuel 16:7 will vary according to 
Bible version used.

their hearts
what comes out of your 
mouth; the words you say

what you put into your heart

Answers to the student workbook 
pages are shown in red.

Extra activities to 
enhance students’ 
learning are suggested 
here. All enrichment 
ideas are optional.

9

9

11
11

10

10
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10Biblical Truth 10:
God Placed a Crown of Glory and Honor on His Image-Bearers

Unit Overview
In our post-modern age, people hold varying and sometimes paradoxical views on the value 
of human life. Some argue that because all life is a result of evolutionary chance, human life 
has little if any value above that of other animals. Those who advocate saving an endangered 
owl may also assert a woman’s right to choose abortion, thus communicating that human life 
has even less value than animal life. Those who do value human life over animal life may do 
so in a hierarchical manner based on race, ethnicity, social position, or religious beliefs.

Ironically, those who hold that human life is a product of random cosmic forces fail to live 
their lives in compliance with the devaluation of humanity such a theory imposes. Rather 
than accepting their fate as a cosmic accident, they energetically pamper and preserve their 
existence while constantly searching for purpose and fulfillment. Their self-centered activities 
belie their theoretical beliefs about the origin, and purpose of life, demonstrating that, as 
human beings, they do perceive themselves of far greater value than other creatures. Some 
admit the paradox of denying the value of life while actively searching for it, concurring with 
existentialist philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre that man is a “useless passion.”

People’s ongoing effort to establish criteria to determine their own value, as well as the value 
of others, is further evidence of their innate awareness of their worth. They employ a variety 
of standards to determine the worth of a person, such as age, economic status, gender, race, 
occupation, state of health, and social usefulness. Even Christians, who should understand 
that their value is based on their having been created as God’s image-bearers, often evaluate 
their worth and that of others according to false standards, such as wealth, physical 
appearance, charisma, talents, age, gender, and even doctrinal correctness. 

The biblical worldview affirms that we are created in God’s image, and above all other 
creatures, we are endowed with immeasurable dignity and worth, which are God-given  
and independent of human estimations of value. Students need to understand that each life, 
regardless of age, is of equal worth to God. They need to know that outward appearance, 
health, intelligence, talents, and social status have no bearing on God’s estimation of their 
value.

BIBLICAL TRUTH
Psalm 8:5

The biblical worldview affirms 
that we are endowed by God 
with glory and honor; we are 
uniquely valued above all other 
earthly creatures.

85

KEY THEMES
• As image-bearers, people have 
characteristics that set them 
above the rest of creation.

• Our value rests in our role as 
God’s image-bearers, rather 
than on criteria established by 
people.

• Christ’s practice and teaching 
affirms the worth and dignity of 
all people.

CHARACTER TRAITS
Confidence 
Philippians 4:13

A strong belief that God will help 
me do all the things I need to do
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Key Concepts 
People Are Unique among God’s Creation
The biblical worldview proclaims that people stand at the apex of God’s created order. Even 
though we are intricately related to the natural order, we are uniquely set apart from the rest 
of creation. Our capacity for self-consciousness and self-direction, our ability for rational 
thought, and our innate moral and spiritual dimensions set us high above other living 
creatures. 

God Created People as the Crown of Creation
In creating us in his image, God endowed us with immeasurable dignity and worth. Unlike 
the other dimensions of the created order, which God simply spoke into existence, we were 
created by hand (Genesis 2:7, 21–22) and endowed with a unique spiritual dimension that 
enables us to live in fellowship with God. We are not the product of an evolutionary process, 
and we cannot be reduced to the status of a mere animal. Unlike other created life which 
terminates at death, our lives and resurrection bodies will exist eternally. 

The whole earth was designed to meet the needs of God’s image-bearers, the crown of 
creation. Only after our requirements for air, water, land, and food were created did God 
bring us forth from the earth. The heavenly creatures must have watched expectantly as, 
step-by-step, God prepared the stage for our entrance. The psalmist, while contemplating  
the hierarchy of created things, humbly acknowledged our elevated status among them 
(Psalm 8:3–6).

People Are Endowed with Dignity by God
Only people were created for fellowship with God. We were made in his image so we could 
converse with him and enjoy him forever. As his image-bearers, we possess dignity as those 
God has crowned with glory and honor. Although the psalmist describes us as a little lower 
than God’s angels (Psalm 8:5), we must humbly recognize that God is still God and we are 
his creation. 

Jesus Affirmed the Dignity of People
Jesus acknowledged the dignity and worth of people in his earthly ministry. He affirmed 
that we stand above nature by declaring that we are of more value than the birds of the air 
(Matthew 10:31) and the beasts of the field (Matthew 12:12). He affirmed our value by 
healing and feeding us by and calming our fears. Jesus’ death on the cross on our behalf 
demonstrated his greatest affirmation of our worth. In his immutable love, he gave his life for 
us so that the investment he made in creating us for fellowship would bear fruit throughout 
eternity. 

Our incorporation into the family of God through Christ also declares to all creation that 
we are creatures of great worth and dignity. As we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, we become 
members of God’s holy family (1 Peter 2:9), and he affectionately calls us children (1 John 
3:1). We are the only part of creation destined to be conformed to the image of Christ 
(Romans 8:29), and Jesus declares that he is not ashamed to call us, whom God has saved 
and transformed, his brothers (Hebrews 2:11).

All Dimensions of a Person’s Being Are of Great Worth and Dignity
In affirming the dignity and worth of people, the biblical worldview acknowledges that 
both the material and immaterial dimensions of our being are of great worth. Although 
some believe that only our immaterial dimension is of value since the flesh is sinful and 

MEMORY VERSES

Psalm 8:4, 6
1 Samuel 16:7
Acts 10:34–35

PLANNING AHEAD

For Lesson 10.10.1, you will 
need a crown.
For Lesson 10.11.1, you will 
need pictures of famous people 
and a brand-name item and a 
generic item of the same type.
For Lesson 10.12.2, you will 
need a figure of Baby Jesus and 
a manger from a nativity scene.
For Lesson 10.12.4, have 
students ask their parents what 
state or country they are from.

CHARACTER
DISCUSSION

• Discuss the characteristics 
of Christ that should build 
confidence in your life.

• Share about areas in your life 
where you are not confident.

• Share about a time when you 
demonstrated confidence in a 
task you set out to accomplish.

86 ©          BOTR Grade 3
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Key Concepts 
People Are Unique among God’s Creation
The biblical worldview proclaims that people stand at the apex of God’s created order. Even 
though we are intricately related to the natural order, we are uniquely set apart from the rest 
of creation. Our capacity for self-consciousness and self-direction, our ability for rational 
thought, and our innate moral and spiritual dimensions set us high above other living 
creatures. 

God Created People as the Crown of Creation
In creating us in his image, God endowed us with immeasurable dignity and worth. Unlike 
the other dimensions of the created order, which God simply spoke into existence, we were 
created by hand (Genesis 2:7, 21–22) and endowed with a unique spiritual dimension that 
enables us to live in fellowship with God. We are not the product of an evolutionary process, 
and we cannot be reduced to the status of a mere animal. Unlike other created life which 
terminates at death, our lives and resurrection bodies will exist eternally. 

The whole earth was designed to meet the needs of God’s image-bearers, the crown of 
creation. Only after our requirements for air, water, land, and food were created did God 
bring us forth from the earth. The heavenly creatures must have watched expectantly as, 
step-by-step, God prepared the stage for our entrance. The psalmist, while contemplating  
the hierarchy of created things, humbly acknowledged our elevated status among them 
(Psalm 8:3–6).

People Are Endowed with Dignity by God
Only people were created for fellowship with God. We were made in his image so we could 
converse with him and enjoy him forever. As his image-bearers, we possess dignity as those 
God has crowned with glory and honor. Although the psalmist describes us as a little lower 
than God’s angels (Psalm 8:5), we must humbly recognize that God is still God and we are 
his creation. 

Jesus Affirmed the Dignity of People
Jesus acknowledged the dignity and worth of people in his earthly ministry. He affirmed 
that we stand above nature by declaring that we are of more value than the birds of the air 
(Matthew 10:31) and the beasts of the field (Matthew 12:12). He affirmed our value by 
healing and feeding us by and calming our fears. Jesus’ death on the cross on our behalf 
demonstrated his greatest affirmation of our worth. In his immutable love, he gave his life for 
us so that the investment he made in creating us for fellowship would bear fruit throughout 
eternity. 

Our incorporation into the family of God through Christ also declares to all creation that 
we are creatures of great worth and dignity. As we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, we become 
members of God’s holy family (1 Peter 2:9), and he affectionately calls us children (1 John 
3:1). We are the only part of creation destined to be conformed to the image of Christ 
(Romans 8:29), and Jesus declares that he is not ashamed to call us, whom God has saved 
and transformed, his brothers (Hebrews 2:11).

All Dimensions of a Person’s Being Are of Great Worth and Dignity
In affirming the dignity and worth of people, the biblical worldview acknowledges that 
both the material and immaterial dimensions of our being are of great worth. Although 
some believe that only our immaterial dimension is of value since the flesh is sinful and 

MEMORY VERSES

Psalm 8:4, 6
1 Samuel 16:7
Acts 10:34–35

PLANNING AHEAD

For Lesson 10.10.1, you will 
need a crown.
For Lesson 10.11.1, you will 
need pictures of famous people 
and a brand-name item and a 
generic item of the same type.
For Lesson 10.12.2, you will 
need a figure of Baby Jesus and 
a manger from a nativity scene.
For Lesson 10.12.4, have 
students ask their parents what 
state or country they are from.

CHARACTER
DISCUSSION

• Discuss the characteristics 
of Christ that should build 
confidence in your life.

• Share about areas in your life 
where you are not confident.

• Share about a time when you 
demonstrated confidence in a 
task you set out to accomplish.
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corrupt, Scripture reveals that our material dimension is also of great value. God, himself, 
entered creation in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. He experienced all the biological facets 
of a material existence and affirmed the dignity of our physical nature by raising the dead, 
healing the sick, and feeding the hungry. Christ’s resurrection body and his promise of a 
resurrection body for believers who will themselves be conformed to the image of Christ at 
his return (Philippians 3:20–21) confirm that God places great value on all dimensions of his 
image-bearers. 

Symbol 
A single triangle containing three interlocking circles, each with 
its own symbol, represents God’s revelation of truth through 
creation, his Word, and Jesus Christ. 

Triangle:  The one triune God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Interlocking Rings:  God, the eternal, without 
beginning or end  
(Psalm 90:2)

Heart:  God, sovereign Creator (Deuteronomy 
4:39, 1 Chronicles 29:12)

Person with Crown in Heart:  God’s image imparted to people with glory and honor given 
to them (Psalm 8:3–6)

Music Notes with Bridge:  Harmony and fellowship between God and people, the evidence 
that people have more worth than all other earthly creatures  
(1 John 1:6–7, 4:16–19)

NOTES

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS
Blackline Masters
BLM 10.10.2A Crown
BLM Test 10
BLM Test 11
BLM 10.12.1A  Caring for the Poor
BLM Test 12

Student Workbook
SW 10.10.1 Honor and Glory
SW 10.10.2 God’s Image-Bearer
SW 10.10.3 Caring for the Earth

SW 10.10.4 Our Crown
SW 10.11.1  Looking at the Outside
SW 10.11.2 A Heart of Faith
SW 10.11.3 A Servant’s Heart
SW 10.11.4 Confidence
SW 10.12.1 Caring for the Poor
SW 10.12.2 No Favoritism
SW 10.12.3 The Least of These
SW 10.12.4  Every Race and Nation

Transparencies
TR 9.6.1A Creation
TR 10.10.1A Values
TR 10.10.1B Truth 10 Couplet
TR 10.10.1C Unit 10 Symbol
TR 10.10.3A Forests and Crops
TR 10.10.3B  Wild and Domestic Animals
TR 10.10.3C Protection
TR 10.11.4A Confidence
TR 10.12.1A Poor People

87
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Introduce
Divide the class into groups of four to six. Challenge students to list the ways God created us 
in his image that they have learned so far. Have them list the reason they were created with 
those attributes as well. Go over the answers. (I have a mind so I can know God. I have 
a mind so I can talk with God. I have emotions so I can love God. I have a will so I 
can choose to serve God. I have a will so I can choose to obey God. I have a will so I 
can choose to praise and worship God. I have a conscience so I can know right from 
wrong. I have a spirit so I can have fellowship with God.) Award a special privilege to any 
group who was able to list all of the ways.

Have students discuss the following questions within their groups: How have you used your 
mind today? What emotions have you felt today? What choices have you made today? What 
are some things you did today that you know are right? What are some things you did today 
you know are wrong? What have you done today to fellowship with God? Allow groups to 
share their responses.

Develop M  
1 Introduce the concept of degrees of value as preparation for presenting the truth that 

God’s image-bearers are invaluable. Explain that you are going to show some pictures 
of things with varying degrees of value. Display TR 10.10.1A Values on a white board. 
Have the students describe the items and assign a value of expensive or inexpensive. Discuss 
the basis for applying the terms expensive and inexpensive to material things. Explain how 
the cost of production, demand for the product, and availability of resources contribute 
to an item’s cost. After students have evaluated them in this manner, challenge them to 
number them in order from most expensive to least expensive. Finally have students assign 
monetary values to the items. Have student volunteers write the values, including the 
dollar or cents sign, under each item.

2 With a sense of anticipation, explain that you have one more picture to show, and you 
need help knowing how to place a value to it. Hold up the picture of a baby or child. 
Discuss the following questions: How much does a child cost? Does a child fit in the 
display of expensive and inexpensive items? Why or why not? Is it possible to estimate  
the value of a child in terms of money or price? Why or why not?  
 
Allow debate and discussion in order to determine students’ concepts of the value of 
human life. Then develop the truth that human life is invaluable or priceless by asking  
the following questions: Why is it impossible to say how much money a person is worth? 
Why can’t you compare the value of a person to the value of the other things we have in 
our display?

3 Direct students’ attention to the House of Truth. Invite a student to read and place the 
Biblical Truth 10: God placed a crown of glory and honor on his image-bearers model piece 
into the Wall of Image-Bearing. Develop the concept that a crown symbolizes position, 
authority, and responsibility such as that held by a king or queen. A crown symbolizes the 
high honor held by the person wearing it. Define honor as respect and admiration given 
to a person. Explain that God not only gave us a crown of honor, but of glory, too. Define 
glory as something that brings honor, praise, or distinction.  
 
Display TR 10.10.1B Truth 10 Couplet and play track 10 on the Biblical Truth 
Couplets CD. Have students sing along. Conclude by explaining that we occupy the 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• distinguish between the value 
of material objects and human 
life.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.10.1
TRs 10.10.1A–C
Biblical Truth Couplets CD

MATERIALS
• Picture of a baby or child 
(Develop 2)

• Worldview—House of Truth, 
Biblical Truth 10 model piece 
(Develop 3)

• Crown (Close)

MEMORY VERSE

Psalm 8:4, 6

88 ©          BOTR Grade 3
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VOCABULARY
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glory
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Introduce
Divide the class into groups of four to six. Challenge students to list the ways God created us 
in his image that they have learned so far. Have them list the reason they were created with 
those attributes as well. Go over the answers. (I have a mind so I can know God. I have 
a mind so I can talk with God. I have emotions so I can love God. I have a will so I 
can choose to serve God. I have a will so I can choose to obey God. I have a will so I 
can choose to praise and worship God. I have a conscience so I can know right from 
wrong. I have a spirit so I can have fellowship with God.) Award a special privilege to any 
group who was able to list all of the ways.

Have students discuss the following questions within their groups: How have you used your 
mind today? What emotions have you felt today? What choices have you made today? What 
are some things you did today that you know are right? What are some things you did today 
you know are wrong? What have you done today to fellowship with God? Allow groups to 
share their responses.

Develop M  
1 Introduce the concept of degrees of value as preparation for presenting the truth that 

God’s image-bearers are invaluable. Explain that you are going to show some pictures 
of things with varying degrees of value. Display TR 10.10.1A Values on a white board. 
Have the students describe the items and assign a value of expensive or inexpensive. Discuss 
the basis for applying the terms expensive and inexpensive to material things. Explain how 
the cost of production, demand for the product, and availability of resources contribute 
to an item’s cost. After students have evaluated them in this manner, challenge them to 
number them in order from most expensive to least expensive. Finally have students assign 
monetary values to the items. Have student volunteers write the values, including the 
dollar or cents sign, under each item.

2 With a sense of anticipation, explain that you have one more picture to show, and you 
need help knowing how to place a value to it. Hold up the picture of a baby or child. 
Discuss the following questions: How much does a child cost? Does a child fit in the 
display of expensive and inexpensive items? Why or why not? Is it possible to estimate  
the value of a child in terms of money or price? Why or why not?  
 
Allow debate and discussion in order to determine students’ concepts of the value of 
human life. Then develop the truth that human life is invaluable or priceless by asking  
the following questions: Why is it impossible to say how much money a person is worth? 
Why can’t you compare the value of a person to the value of the other things we have in 
our display?

3 Direct students’ attention to the House of Truth. Invite a student to read and place the 
Biblical Truth 10: God placed a crown of glory and honor on his image-bearers model piece 
into the Wall of Image-Bearing. Develop the concept that a crown symbolizes position, 
authority, and responsibility such as that held by a king or queen. A crown symbolizes the 
high honor held by the person wearing it. Define honor as respect and admiration given 
to a person. Explain that God not only gave us a crown of honor, but of glory, too. Define 
glory as something that brings honor, praise, or distinction.  
 
Display TR 10.10.1B Truth 10 Couplet and play track 10 on the Biblical Truth 
Couplets CD. Have students sing along. Conclude by explaining that we occupy the 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• distinguish between the value 
of material objects and human 
life.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.10.1
TRs 10.10.1A–C
Biblical Truth Couplets CD

MATERIALS
• Picture of a baby or child 
(Develop 2)

• Worldview—House of Truth, 
Biblical Truth 10 model piece 
(Develop 3)

• Crown (Close)

MEMORY VERSE

Psalm 8:4, 6
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VOCABULARY

honor
glory

crowning position of honor in God’s creation. Understanding our unique and honored 
position enables us to live in harmony with ourselves as God’s image-bearers. Our 
knowledge that God crowns us with glory and wonderfully endows us with gifts, 
authority, and position to rule over creation enables us to know our worth and purpose. 

4 Have students complete SW 10.10.1 Honor and Glory.

Close M  
Select a student to be the crown-bearer. Ask the questions. Select different students to answer 
the questions. When a student answers the first question correctly, have the crown-bearer 
place the crown on his or her head. For subsequent questions answered correctly, have the 
crown-bearer pass the crown to the next student who earned the privilege of wearing it. 

1 What are the two terms of value for material objects that were discussed in this lesson? 
(expensive or inexpensive)

2 Can the value of a person be described as expensive or inexpensive? (No.)
3 Since people are God’s image-bearers, is it possible to place a value on human life? (No, 

human life is invaluable, or priceless.) 
4 What type of crown did God place on each of his image-bearers? (one with glory and 

honor)
5 What word means something that brings honor, praise, or distinction? (glory) 
6 What word is used for the respect and admiration given to a person? (honor) 

ENRICHMENT
• Display TR 10.10.1C Unit 10 
Symbol. Explain that this 
symbol represents Biblical 
Truth 10. Review that the 
triangle represents the one 
triune God and the three 
interlocking circles represent 
God, the eternal, without 
beginning or end. Remind 
students that the red heart 
represents God, our sovereign 
Creator. Teach that the person 
with the crown inside the 
heart represents God’s image 
imparted to people with glory 
and honor given to them; and 
the musical notes with bridge 
symbolize people in harmony 
and fellowship with God, the 
basis for perfectly reflecting 
God’s image.
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Name Date

10.10.1Honor and Glory

1.  What does honor mean?  

2.  Explain what glory is.  

3. Read 2 Peter 1:16–17. Who received honor and glory? 

4. Read Exodus 20:12. How are we to treat our parents? 

5.  Read Psalm 8:5. What did God crown people with?  

6. Color the jewels in the crown that have the words to Biblical Truth 10.

7.  Write the words to Biblical Truth 10.  
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respect and admiration given
to a person

something that brings honor,
praise, or distinction

Jesus Christ
with honor

glory and honor

God placed a crown of 
glory and honor on his image-bearers.
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Introduce M  
Divide the class into groups of four or five. Direct each group to make two columns on 
a piece of paper. On the top of one column, write living, and on the other column write 
nonliving. Inform students they will have two minutes to list as many living and nonliving 
things as they can. The group who has the most items will win the prize of gummy animal 
candies. Allow students to share their examples. 

Emphasize that all living things need food and water, reproduce themselves, and have the 
ability to move. Point out that although people share characteristics with other living things, 
we are unique living creatures. Even classifying us as higher animals undermines our unique 
and elevated position as God’s image-bearers. God places only humans in a position of 
honor. This honor, which sets us apart from animals, allows us to have fellowship with God 
both now and eternally. The glory God bestows on us is reflected in the position, authority, 
and responsibility he gives us to serve as rulers over his earthly creation.

Develop P

1 Ask students what the five dimensions of image-bearing are. (our mind, emotions, will, 
conscience, and spirit) Did God give animals a mind? (Yes.) What can you do with your 
mind that animals cannot do? (know and talk to God in fellowship) Did God give 
emotions to animals such as a dogs or cats? (Yes.) What can you do with your emotions 
that animals cannot do? (love God). Did God give animals the ability to make choices? 
(Yes.) What can you do with your will that animals cannot do? (obey God) Did God give 
animals a conscience that allows them to know right from wrong? (No.) Inform students 
that some animals can be taught behaviors that are right or wrong, which is called 
behavior modification. However, animals do not have the moral awareness of right and 
wrong that only people possess. Finally ask students if God created animals with a spirit. 
(No, because animals were not created in God’s image like people are.) 

2 Read Genesis 1:26, 5:1–2. Emphasize that God created only people in his image. 
Distribute one copy of BLM 10.10.2A Crown to each student. Direct them to cut out the 
two parts of the crown and the four gems. Allow them to color the crown. Have them size 
the crowns to their head and staple the two pieces together. Then have them glue the gold 
gemstone onto the far left point of the crown. Explain that the gold gemstone represents 
the first way God crowns us with glory and honor—that only people were created in 
God’s image.

3 Ask students why God created us in his image. Remind students of Biblical Truth 5: God 
created people to be his children and to praise his glory. Read 1 John 3:1 and Ephesians 
1:5, 12. Ask why God decided to make us his children? (because he loved us so much) 
When did God decide to make us his children? (before the world was made) How does 
he make us his children? (through Jesus Christ) What word describes our relationship of 
harmony we have with God through Jesus? (fellowship) 

4 Explain that God gives his image-bearers unique gifts that allow us to praise his glory 
and have fellowship with him and his children. Discuss the following questions: How 
does your mind help you enjoy fellowship with God? (by knowing him and his Word, 
and by talking to him through prayer, singing, and praising his glory) Why can’t 
animals have fellowship with God and praise his glory? (because they cannot know him 
or his Word, or talk to him) What emotions do you show when you are in fellowship 
with God? (Possible answers: love, joy, anger, sadness) Why can’t animals love God 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• determine why people are 
God’s image-bearers and why 
animals are not.

SUPPLEMENTALS

SW 10.10.2
BLM 10.10.2A

90 ©          BOTR Grade 3

Crown of Creation: Only People10.10.2

PREPARATION
• Make one copy of BLM 
10.10.2A Crown for each 
student and yourself. Make 
your own crown along with the 
students throughout the week. 
After today’s lesson, set the 
crowns and unused gemstones 
aside for use in Lessons 
10.10.3 and 10.10.4. Keep your 
completed crown for use in 
Lesson 11.13. (Develop 2, 5)

P

MATERIALS
• Gummy animal candies 
(Introduce)

M
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Introduce M  
Divide the class into groups of four or five. Direct each group to make two columns on 
a piece of paper. On the top of one column, write living, and on the other column write 
nonliving. Inform students they will have two minutes to list as many living and nonliving 
things as they can. The group who has the most items will win the prize of gummy animal 
candies. Allow students to share their examples. 

Emphasize that all living things need food and water, reproduce themselves, and have the 
ability to move. Point out that although people share characteristics with other living things, 
we are unique living creatures. Even classifying us as higher animals undermines our unique 
and elevated position as God’s image-bearers. God places only humans in a position of 
honor. This honor, which sets us apart from animals, allows us to have fellowship with God 
both now and eternally. The glory God bestows on us is reflected in the position, authority, 
and responsibility he gives us to serve as rulers over his earthly creation.

Develop P

1 Ask students what the five dimensions of image-bearing are. (our mind, emotions, will, 
conscience, and spirit) Did God give animals a mind? (Yes.) What can you do with your 
mind that animals cannot do? (know and talk to God in fellowship) Did God give 
emotions to animals such as a dogs or cats? (Yes.) What can you do with your emotions 
that animals cannot do? (love God). Did God give animals the ability to make choices? 
(Yes.) What can you do with your will that animals cannot do? (obey God) Did God give 
animals a conscience that allows them to know right from wrong? (No.) Inform students 
that some animals can be taught behaviors that are right or wrong, which is called 
behavior modification. However, animals do not have the moral awareness of right and 
wrong that only people possess. Finally ask students if God created animals with a spirit. 
(No, because animals were not created in God’s image like people are.) 

2 Read Genesis 1:26, 5:1–2. Emphasize that God created only people in his image. 
Distribute one copy of BLM 10.10.2A Crown to each student. Direct them to cut out the 
two parts of the crown and the four gems. Allow them to color the crown. Have them size 
the crowns to their head and staple the two pieces together. Then have them glue the gold 
gemstone onto the far left point of the crown. Explain that the gold gemstone represents 
the first way God crowns us with glory and honor—that only people were created in 
God’s image.

3 Ask students why God created us in his image. Remind students of Biblical Truth 5: God 
created people to be his children and to praise his glory. Read 1 John 3:1 and Ephesians 
1:5, 12. Ask why God decided to make us his children? (because he loved us so much) 
When did God decide to make us his children? (before the world was made) How does 
he make us his children? (through Jesus Christ) What word describes our relationship of 
harmony we have with God through Jesus? (fellowship) 

4 Explain that God gives his image-bearers unique gifts that allow us to praise his glory 
and have fellowship with him and his children. Discuss the following questions: How 
does your mind help you enjoy fellowship with God? (by knowing him and his Word, 
and by talking to him through prayer, singing, and praising his glory) Why can’t 
animals have fellowship with God and praise his glory? (because they cannot know him 
or his Word, or talk to him) What emotions do you show when you are in fellowship 
with God? (Possible answers: love, joy, anger, sadness) Why can’t animals love God 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• determine why people are 
God’s image-bearers and why 
animals are not.

SUPPLEMENTALS

SW 10.10.2
BLM 10.10.2A
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PREPARATION
• Make one copy of BLM 
10.10.2A Crown for each 
student and yourself. Make 
your own crown along with the 
students throughout the week. 
After today’s lesson, set the 
crowns and unused gemstones 
aside for use in Lessons 
10.10.3 and 10.10.4. Keep your 
completed crown for use in 
Lesson 11.13. (Develop 2, 5)

P

MATERIALS
• Gummy animal candies 
(Introduce)

M

and praise his glory? (because they do not have the ability to know or talk to him) 
How does your will help you enjoy fellowship with God? (It allows me to choose to 
obey and worship God.) Why can’t animals choose to obey God and praise his glory? 
(because they do not have the ability) How does your knowledge of good and evil help 
you have fellowship with God? (It helps me to know right from wrong so I can choose 
to obey rather than sin.) Why can’t animals know right from wrong? (because they 
don’t have a conscience) What did God give each of his image-bearers that allows us to 
have fellowship with him as his children? (a spirit) Why can’t the animals God created 
have fellowship with him? (because they don’t have a spirit) Read Romans 8:14, 16. 
Emphasize that only human beings are created with a spirit. Our spirit allows us to have 
fellowship with God, who is Spirit. 

5 Have students glue the red gemstone next to the gold one on their crown. Explain that the 
red gemstone represents the second way God crowns us with glory and honor—that God 
created only people to have fellowship with him as his children.

6 Have students complete SW 10.10.2 God’s Image-Bearer with a partner.

Close
Divide the class into two teams—A and B. Ask each question. Allow students 30 seconds to 
discuss the answer. For odd numbered exercises, select a student from Team A to give their 
answer first. If correct, award the team a point. If incorrect, ask Team B and award them a 
point if the answer is correct.  If incorrect, then ask Team A again. Continue in this manner 
until the correct answer is given. 
For even numbered exercises, 
give Team B the first option to 
answer.

1 What are three characteristics 
that all living things have 
that distinguishes them 
from nonliving things? (All 
living things need food 
and water, reproduce 
themselves, and have the 
ability to move.)

2 Name the five dimensions of 
image-bearing. (the mind, 
emotions, will, conscience, 
and spirit)

3 What is the first way God 
crowns us with glory and 
honor? (Only people were 
created in God’s image.)

4 What is the second way God 
crowns us with glory and 
honor? (God created only 
people to have fellowship 
with him as his children.)

ENRICHMENT
• Read Genesis 9:2; Psalm 
8:6; Matthew 6:25–26, 10:31, 
16:25–26; and James 3:7 to 
emphasize that the creation 
declares the value of human 
life.

• Read the following passages 
to teach that God declares the 
embryo and fetus valuable by 
the call he placed on people’s 
lives before their birth: Samson 
in Judges 13:2–7; Samuel in  
1 Samuel 1:1–20; David in 
Psalm 139:13–18; Isaiah in 
Isaiah 49:1, 5; Jeremiah in 
Jeremiah 1:4–5; John the 
Baptist in Luke 1; and Paul  
in Galatians 1:15–16.
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God’s Image-Bearer
Name Date

1.  Draw something nonliving in the first box. Draw something living that is not an  
image-bearer in the second box. Draw an image-bearer in the third box.

Use the Word Bank to fill in the blanks. Read the verses below each sentence and circle the 
one that supports the statement.

As God’s image-bearer …

2.  I have a mind so I can  him. 

1 John 4:19 Romans 8:14, 16 1 John 5:20

3.  I have emotions so I can  him. 

1 John 4:19 Psalm 119:106 1 John 5:20

4.  I have a will so I can choose to  him. 

Romans 8:14, 16 Psalm 119:106 Psalm 38:4, 18

5.  I have a conscience so I can know the difference between  

and . 

1 John 4:19 Psalm 119:106 Psalm 38:4, 18

6.  I have a spirit so I can have  with him. 

Romans 8:14, 16 1 John 5:20 Genesis 5:1

10.10.2

nonliving living image-bearer

Word Bank
right love fellowship know wrong obey

91
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Introduce M  
Have students retrieve their crowns and gemstones from Lesson 10.10.2. Review the meaning 
of the gold and red gemstones. Ask what special honor God gives only to people that the gold 
gemstones helps us remember. (Only people were created in God’s image.) What special 
honor does God give people that the red gemstone helps us remember? (God created only 
people to have fellowship with him as his children.) Explain that in this lesson, students 
will add another gemstone to their crown to represent a third way God crowns his image-
bearers with glory and honor. 

Develop M  
1 Display TR 10.10.3A Forests and Crops. Direct students’ attention to the top row of 

images. Ask the following questions: What do forests provide for us? (wood, places for 
animals to live, recreation) What can harm or destroy a forest? (fire, floods, drought, 
insects, human misuse) Who works to protect the forests? (firefighters, forest rangers, 
people) What do all of us have to do to help protect the forests? (put out campfires, 
don’t litter, plant new trees when old ones are cut down) Can animals protect the 
forests? Why not? (No, they don’t have the ability. They don’t know how.) 
 
Draw students’ attention to the second row of images. Ask what kind of crops we need  
for food. (grains, corn, potatoes, vegetables, fruits) What can harm or destroy our  
food crops? (drought, floods, harsh temperatures, insects) Who works to raise and 
protect food crops? (farmers, agriculturists, botanists) Can animals raise and protect 
food crops for us or themselves? Why not? (No, they don’t have the ability. They don’t 
know how.)

2 Display TR 10.10.3B Wild and Domestic Animals. Point out the top row of wild 
animals. Discuss the following questions: What do wild animals provide for us? (food, 
beauty, enjoyment, clothing) What can harm or destroy Earth’s wild animals? (people 
overhunting, natural disasters, disease) Who works to protect wild animals? (park 
rangers, zoo keepers, conservationists) What do we all have to do to protect wild fish, 
birds, and other animals in nature? (don’t pollute, don’t overhunt, obey signs in parks 
and forests) Can animals protect wild animals from being harmed or destroyed? Why 
not? (No, because animals don’t have the ability. They don’t know how.) 
 
Draw students’ attention to the images of domestic animals.  Ask what farm animals 
provide for us. (meat, dairy products, leather, clothes) What can harm or destroy farm 
animals? (natural disasters, disease, people) Can farm animals raise and take care of 
other farm animals? Why not? (While the mother can feed and teach her babies some 
behaviors for survival, farm animals in general do not have the ability to take care 
of other farm animals.)

3 Display TR 10.10.3C Protection. Discuss the images of houses and clothes. Ask 
students: Besides food to eat, what else do people need in order to live? (shelter, warmth, 
clothes) Who builds houses for us. (carpenters, construction workers) Who makes 
clothes for us? (seamstresses, tailors, fashion designers) Can animals build houses and 
make clothes for us? Why not? (No, they don’t have the ability. They don’t have the 
knowledge.) 
 
Point out the pictures of medical and health care. Discuss the following questions: Besides 
the things already mentioned, what else do we need to live? (medical and health care 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• explain that God created only 
people to care for the earth.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.10.3
TRs 10.10.3A–C

MATERIALS
• Crowns and gemstones from 
Lesson 10.10.2 (Introduce, 
Develop 4)

92 ©          BOTR Grade 3

Crown of Creation: Authority over the Earth10.10.3

M
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Introduce M  
Have students retrieve their crowns and gemstones from Lesson 10.10.2. Review the meaning 
of the gold and red gemstones. Ask what special honor God gives only to people that the gold 
gemstones helps us remember. (Only people were created in God’s image.) What special 
honor does God give people that the red gemstone helps us remember? (God created only 
people to have fellowship with him as his children.) Explain that in this lesson, students 
will add another gemstone to their crown to represent a third way God crowns his image-
bearers with glory and honor. 

Develop M  
1 Display TR 10.10.3A Forests and Crops. Direct students’ attention to the top row of 

images. Ask the following questions: What do forests provide for us? (wood, places for 
animals to live, recreation) What can harm or destroy a forest? (fire, floods, drought, 
insects, human misuse) Who works to protect the forests? (firefighters, forest rangers, 
people) What do all of us have to do to help protect the forests? (put out campfires, 
don’t litter, plant new trees when old ones are cut down) Can animals protect the 
forests? Why not? (No, they don’t have the ability. They don’t know how.) 
 
Draw students’ attention to the second row of images. Ask what kind of crops we need  
for food. (grains, corn, potatoes, vegetables, fruits) What can harm or destroy our  
food crops? (drought, floods, harsh temperatures, insects) Who works to raise and 
protect food crops? (farmers, agriculturists, botanists) Can animals raise and protect 
food crops for us or themselves? Why not? (No, they don’t have the ability. They don’t 
know how.)

2 Display TR 10.10.3B Wild and Domestic Animals. Point out the top row of wild 
animals. Discuss the following questions: What do wild animals provide for us? (food, 
beauty, enjoyment, clothing) What can harm or destroy Earth’s wild animals? (people 
overhunting, natural disasters, disease) Who works to protect wild animals? (park 
rangers, zoo keepers, conservationists) What do we all have to do to protect wild fish, 
birds, and other animals in nature? (don’t pollute, don’t overhunt, obey signs in parks 
and forests) Can animals protect wild animals from being harmed or destroyed? Why 
not? (No, because animals don’t have the ability. They don’t know how.) 
 
Draw students’ attention to the images of domestic animals.  Ask what farm animals 
provide for us. (meat, dairy products, leather, clothes) What can harm or destroy farm 
animals? (natural disasters, disease, people) Can farm animals raise and take care of 
other farm animals? Why not? (While the mother can feed and teach her babies some 
behaviors for survival, farm animals in general do not have the ability to take care 
of other farm animals.)

3 Display TR 10.10.3C Protection. Discuss the images of houses and clothes. Ask 
students: Besides food to eat, what else do people need in order to live? (shelter, warmth, 
clothes) Who builds houses for us. (carpenters, construction workers) Who makes 
clothes for us? (seamstresses, tailors, fashion designers) Can animals build houses and 
make clothes for us? Why not? (No, they don’t have the ability. They don’t have the 
knowledge.) 
 
Point out the pictures of medical and health care. Discuss the following questions: Besides 
the things already mentioned, what else do we need to live? (medical and health care 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• explain that God created only 
people to care for the earth.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.10.3
TRs 10.10.3A–C

MATERIALS
• Crowns and gemstones from 
Lesson 10.10.2 (Introduce, 
Develop 4)
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products and services) Who knows how to take care of us when we are sick or injured? 
(parents, doctors, dentists) Can animals take care of people or other animals when they 
are sick or injured? Why not? (No, they don’t have the ability and are not capable of 
knowing how. People, such as veterinarians, take care of sick animals.)

4 Read Genesis 1:27–28; 2:8, 15. State that God endowed only his image-bearers with the 
capacity to rule over the earth and care for it. Read Psalm 8:4, 6–8. Emphasize that the 
role God gives us as stewards of creation exemplifies the position of glory and honor we 
hold in creation. Reread Psalm 8:4, 6 and introduce it as the memory verse.  
 
Have students glue the green gemstone next to the red one on their crown. Explain that 
the green gemstone reminds us of a third way God crowns us with glory and honor—that 
God created only people to care for the earth. 

5 Have students complete SW 10.10.3 Caring for the Earth.

Close
Divide the class into five groups. Assign one exercise below to each group to answer. Have 
groups report back. Ask for student feedback on whether answers are correct or not.

1 State your memory verse. (Psalm 8:4, 6; answers will vary according to Bible version 
used.)

2 What are some of the needs from the earth that people have? (Possible answers: trees 
for wood, crops for food, 
animals for food, and 
materials for clothes)

3 Why can’t animals protect 
other animals or people from 
harm or being destroyed? 
(They don’t have the 
ability. They don’t know 
how.)

4 Why can’t animals build 
houses, make clothes, or 
care for us when we are 
sick? (They don’t have the 
capability.)

5 What is the third way in 
which God crowns people 
with glory and honor? (God 
created only people to care 
for the earth.)

ENRICHMENT
• Have students research how 
certain animals care for their 
young. What are some of the 
things they do for them? What 
are some of the things they 
teach them how to do? Have 
them include the limitations 
animals have in being able to 
take care of them when they 
are sick or injured. 

• Students can write reports 
on how farmers, botanists, 
conservationists, veterinarians, 
and park rangers care for the 
earth.
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Name Date

10.10.3Caring for the Earth

Replace the symbols with the letters to find three ways God crowns us with glory and honor.

1.  Only people were created                ’  

         . 

2.  God created only people                   

                    with him as his  

               .

3.  God created only people to                    

                      .

4.  Write the memory verse, Psalm 8:4, 6.  
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Introduce M  
Have students retrieve their crowns and gemstones from Lesson 10.10.2. Review the 
meaning of the gold, red, and green gemstones. (Only people were created in God’s image. 
God created only people to have fellowship with him as his children. God created only 
people to care for the earth.) 

Draw a very long line on the board and put arrows on both ends. Ask what this type of 
line stands for. (a line that extends infinitely in both directions) If we were to refer to 
time rather than distance, what other words could we use that meant to extend indefinitely? 
(forever, eternal) Explain that in today’s lesson students will learn a fourth way in which 
God crowns his image-bearers with glory and honor.

Develop M  
1 Hold up the picture of a cemetery. Discuss the following questions: Do people live in  

their earthly bodies forever? What happens to the bodies of all people at some time in 
their lives? When someone’s body dies, is that the end of the person forever? What part  
of the person goes on living forever? How can people live forever with God in heaven after 
they die? 
 
Read John 3:16. Ask: Why did God send Jesus to die for our sins? (because he loved the 
world very much, so that we could have eternal life) What does it mean for people to 
be lost? (They don’t know Jesus as their Savior; they won’t have eternal life.) How 
can people have eternal life with God in heaven? (Believe in Jesus, the Son of God.) Do 
you believe in Jesus as God’s Son and your Savior, and will you live eternally with him? 
(Answers will vary.) Emphasize that because God loves us, he sent his Son, Jesus, as an 
atonement for our sins so we could have eternal life with him.

2 Display TR 9.6.1A Creation. Ask if any of the nonliving parts of God’s creation live 
forever with him in heaven. (No.) Can any of the living parts of creation, except God’s 
image-bearers, live forever in fellowship with him in heaven? (No.)  
 
Note: While the Bible reveals that Christ died for the renewal of all the dimensions of 
creation (Romans 8) and often uses animal imagery when describing the perfected order, 
it does not specifically speak about eternal life for any dimension of the earthly creation 
except God’s image-bearers. If students inquire about the state of their deceased pets or 
other animals, explain that God only reveals to us the truth of eternal life for his image-
bearers. 

3 Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17. Ask the following questions: When will we begin living 
forever with God in heaven? (when the Lord comes down from heaven) Who will be 
the first people to meet Jesus and begin their eternal life with him? (those who have died 
and were in Christ) Who will be the next to meet Jesus and begin their eternal life with 
him? (those who are still alive at that time and are in Christ) When Jesus comes, 
who will be the only ones to begin their eternal life with him? (those who are in Christ, 
whoever believes in Jesus) Why will animals not have eternal life with Jesus in heaven? 
(because they are not in Christ, they don’t have the ability to know God) Emphasize 
that God’s children who are saved through Christ will live eternally with him in heaven 
for the praise of his glory. The glorified order will begin at the second coming of Christ.

 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• conclude that only humans 
have eternal life.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.10.4
TR 9.6.1A

MATERIALS
• Crowns and gemstones from 
Lesson 10.10.2 (Introduce, 
Develop 5)

• Picture of a cemetery  
(Develop 1)
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4 Ask if students know what happens to people who do not believe in Jesus and who are not 
in Christ. (Answers will vary.) Read 2 Thessalonians 1:8–9. Ask: What will happen 
to people who do not know God and who do not obey Jesus? (They will be punished.) 
How long will people who do not believe in Jesus be punished? (forever, for eternity) 
Will animals be punished forever? (No.) Explain that only human beings as part of the 
earthly creation have eternal life. Angels, both faithful and fallen, also have eternal life. 
Satan and his angels will suffer eternal punishment and separation from God along with 
unbelieving humans. This punishment will take place in hell. Animals, however, do not 
have eternal life, so they cannot be punished forever.

5 Have students glue the purple gemstone next to the green one on their crown. Explain 
that the purple gemstone reminds us of a fourth way God crowns us with glory and 
honor—God created only people to have eternal life. 

6 Have students complete SW 10.10.4 Our Crown.

Close 
Read each statement. If students think it is true, have them hold their index finger up, as if 
pointing to heaven. If they believe the statement is false, have them point their index finger 
down, as if pointing toward hell.

1 Eternal life means to live forever. (True.)
2 Everyone has eternal life with Jesus. (False.)
3 Those who are in Christ 

will have eternal life in 
heaven with Jesus. (True.)

4 Those who do not believe in 
Jesus and are not in Christ 
will be punished forever. 
(True.)

5 Animals have eternal life. 
(False.)

6 God created only people to 
have eternal life. (True.)

Prayer
Have students thank God for 
the special ways he crowns 
them with glory and honor as 
his image-bearers. 

1.  How are people crowned with glory and honor? 
Read the descriptions about the characteristics that living things in God’s creation have. 
Circle the characteristics that only human beings, crowned with glory and honor, have or 
can do.

2.  Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 and 2 Thessalonians 1:8–9. Explain why it is good to 

believe in Jesus and be in Christ.  
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Our Crown10.10.4
Name Date

They breathe.
They sleep.

They care for 
God's creation.

They move.

They have bones.

They have 
a spirit.

They have babies.

They grow.
They can 

know God.
They have blood.

They eat.
They know what 

is right.

They run.
They have teeth.

They have hair.

They can 
choose to 
do right.

They have muscles.

They get sick.

They can love God.
They die.

They are the 
crown of creation.

They know what 
is wrong. They get tired.

They have 
eternal life.

They can have 
fellowship 
with God.

They are born.

They can 
be God's 
children.

They care for 
only people.

They need food 
and water.

They can 
worship God.

ENRICHMENT
• Teach students about the 
difference in the beliefs 
of the Sadducees and the 
Pharisees—both members 
of the Jewish high council, or 
Sanhedrin. The Sadducees 
preferred a literal interpretation 
of the written Law—the Torah 
(the first five books of the 
Bible). As a result, they did 
not believe in an after-life or 
resurrection of the dead, since 
these were not mentioned 
in the Torah. On the other 
hand, the Pharisees believed 
in an oral Law that God gave 
to Moses at the same time 
he gave him the Torah. The 
Pharisees believed in life after 
death, whereby God would 
reward the righteous and 
punish the wicked. They also 
believed in a coming Messiah.

95

Answers will vary but 
should include that the only way to have
eternal life in heaven is to believe in 
Jesus and be in Christ.

Introduce M  
Have students retrieve their crowns and gemstones from Lesson 10.10.2. Review the 
meaning of the gold, red, and green gemstones. (Only people were created in God’s image. 
God created only people to have fellowship with him as his children. God created only 
people to care for the earth.) 

Draw a very long line on the board and put arrows on both ends. Ask what this type of 
line stands for. (a line that extends infinitely in both directions) If we were to refer to 
time rather than distance, what other words could we use that meant to extend indefinitely? 
(forever, eternal) Explain that in today’s lesson students will learn a fourth way in which 
God crowns his image-bearers with glory and honor.

Develop M  
1 Hold up the picture of a cemetery. Discuss the following questions: Do people live in  

their earthly bodies forever? What happens to the bodies of all people at some time in 
their lives? When someone’s body dies, is that the end of the person forever? What part  
of the person goes on living forever? How can people live forever with God in heaven after 
they die? 
 
Read John 3:16. Ask: Why did God send Jesus to die for our sins? (because he loved the 
world very much, so that we could have eternal life) What does it mean for people to 
be lost? (They don’t know Jesus as their Savior; they won’t have eternal life.) How 
can people have eternal life with God in heaven? (Believe in Jesus, the Son of God.) Do 
you believe in Jesus as God’s Son and your Savior, and will you live eternally with him? 
(Answers will vary.) Emphasize that because God loves us, he sent his Son, Jesus, as an 
atonement for our sins so we could have eternal life with him.

2 Display TR 9.6.1A Creation. Ask if any of the nonliving parts of God’s creation live 
forever with him in heaven. (No.) Can any of the living parts of creation, except God’s 
image-bearers, live forever in fellowship with him in heaven? (No.)  
 
Note: While the Bible reveals that Christ died for the renewal of all the dimensions of 
creation (Romans 8) and often uses animal imagery when describing the perfected order, 
it does not specifically speak about eternal life for any dimension of the earthly creation 
except God’s image-bearers. If students inquire about the state of their deceased pets or 
other animals, explain that God only reveals to us the truth of eternal life for his image-
bearers. 

3 Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17. Ask the following questions: When will we begin living 
forever with God in heaven? (when the Lord comes down from heaven) Who will be 
the first people to meet Jesus and begin their eternal life with him? (those who have died 
and were in Christ) Who will be the next to meet Jesus and begin their eternal life with 
him? (those who are still alive at that time and are in Christ) When Jesus comes, 
who will be the only ones to begin their eternal life with him? (those who are in Christ, 
whoever believes in Jesus) Why will animals not have eternal life with Jesus in heaven? 
(because they are not in Christ, they don’t have the ability to know God) Emphasize 
that God’s children who are saved through Christ will live eternally with him in heaven 
for the praise of his glory. The glorified order will begin at the second coming of Christ.

 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• conclude that only humans 
have eternal life.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 10.10.4
TR 9.6.1A

MATERIALS
• Crowns and gemstones from 
Lesson 10.10.2 (Introduce, 
Develop 5)

• Picture of a cemetery  
(Develop 1)
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Lesson 26.0 Preparation
Bible Survey: Samuel and Saul

Overview
The spiritual and moral fiber of Israel collapsed during the more than 300 years known as 
the cycle of sin as described in the book of Judges. Desiring to be like other nations, God’s 
chosen people demanded a king to lead them in place of the judges. Although God warned 
Israel that there would be consequences for rejecting his kingship and crowning an earthly 
king, he had promised Abraham that kings would come from his family line (Genesis 17:6). 
Jacob prophesied a royal line from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10), and the Mosaic law 
contained instructions for kings (Deuteronomy 17:14–20). 

The problem with Israel’s demand for a king was the fact that they were unwilling to wait for 
God’s timing, demonstrating a lack of faith in God. Samuel, the first of the prophets, warned 
them that their insistence on having a king on their own terms would result in disaster for 
the nation, especially if the king were to violate the regulations God had already set forth. 
Nevertheless, the Israelites remained firm in their demand for a king so they could be the 
same as the surrounding nations (1 Samuel 8:20). 

Samuel himself was a transitional figure between the time of the judges and the reign of the 
first two kings, Saul and David. At the time of Samuel’s birth, the tabernacle was in Shiloh. 
The priests were Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phineas. Eli was old, and his sons were 
involved in perversions of their priestly functions. Their evil actions ref  lected Israel’s moral 
decay during the rule of the judges. Samuel’s parents, however, were still faithful to the Lord. 
Samuel’s mother honored her promise to dedicate Samuel to the Lord. In contrast to Eli’s 
sons, Samuel grew in favor with the Lord and with men (1 Samuel 2:26).

One evening, God spoke to Samuel. Thinking Eli had called, Samuel ran to his bed, but  
Eli said he had not called. Perhaps because the word of the Lord was rare in those days  
(1 Samuel 3:1), Eli did not consider the possibility that the voice Samuel had heard might 
be God’s. However, after two more identical incidents, Eli realized that God was calling 
Samuel. Eli ordered Samuel back to bed with instructions about how to respond if God 
should speak again. Obediently, Samuel returned to his bed. When he heard God speak a 
fourth time, he replied as Eli had instructed, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” 
Samuel’s nighttime encounter with God and his obedience in taking God’s message of 
punishment to Eli and his sons launched his prophetic ministry. 

Not only was Israel’s spiritual state in ruins, its political and military structures were in 
continual peril. The coastal-dwelling Philistines were particularly threatening; they attacked 
and defeated Israel near Shiloh, the site of the tabernacle. Foolishly, the Israelites brought the 
ark of the covenant from Shiloh to the battlefield, believing that it contained magical powers 
that would help them defeat their enemy. Tragically, the second Philistine offensive resulted 
in the slaughter of many Israelites, including Eli’s sons, and the capture of the ark.
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CHARACTER TRAITS
Dependability—Colossians 4:17
Trust—Psalm 31:14
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PLANNING AHEAD
Lesson 26.3 requires a cross 
and a picture of Jesus.
Lesson 26.4 requires a paper or 
plastic crown.

NOTES

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

Blackline Masters
BLM Test 26

Student Workbook
SW 26.1 Dedicated to God
SW 26.2 A Voice in the Night
SW 26.3 The Ark Is Lost
SW 26.4 We Want a King

Transparencies
TR 26.4A Time Line, Part 3
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Introduce M  
Show students the toothbrush and explain that it is your toothbrush. Ask students whether 
it would be a good idea to use your toothbrush to brush your hair. (No.) Would I use my 
toothbrush to brush a pet? (No.) Would I use my toothbrush to clean the classroom? (No.) 
What is the only thing my toothbrush should be used for? (brushing teeth)

Explain that your toothbrush has only one function—to clean your teeth. It is dedicated to 
one purpose. Remark that in this lesson, students will learn about a mother who dedicated 
her son to the purpose of serving God.

Develop
1 Briefly review the period of the judges from Lesson 25. Inform students that during 

this time in Israel’s history, there was no king, governor, or president over the country. 
Remind students that the nation was composed of 12 tribal groups that shared a common 
language and a common ancestry from the sons of Jacob. They knew about the Lord, 
but many still worshipped the pagan gods of the Canaanites, their neighbors. It was a sad 
time for the people of Israel; they continued in a cycle of sin that lasted 300 years! 

2 Introduce students to Samuel. Explain that during the time of the judges, a man, 
Elkanah and his wife, Hannah, worshipped the Lord at the tabernacle. Read 1 Samuel 
1:1–18. Ask students to describe the problem between Elkanah’s two wives, Hannah and 
Peninnah. (Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not.) Why did the family go to 
Shiloh every year? (to worship God at the tabernacle) Who served God as priests at 
Shiloh? (Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas.) Why did Hannah pray to God 
about her troubles? (Possible answer: She loved and trusted God.) What did Hannah 
promise if God would give her a child? (She would dedicate the child to God.) When 
Eli the priest saw Hannah praying, what did he think? (He thought she was drunk.) 
When he learned that Hannah was not drunk, what blessing did he give her? (He 
comforted her and asked God’s blessing for her request.)  
 
(Note: Some versions of the Bible indicate that Samuel’s dedication to the Lord meant 
that he would become a Nazirite. If the version of Scripture that you use indicates this, 
explain that a Nazirite took vows to never cut their hair, drink strong drink, or touch a 
dead thing.) 
 
Select students to read 1 Samuel 1:24–28 and 1 Samuel 2:11–26. Ask the following 
questions: Did Hannah keep her promise to the Lord? (  Yes.) What gifts did Elkanah and 
Hannah bring to the tabernacle when they brought Samuel to Eli? (a bull, flour, and 
wine for a sacrifice) Do you think Elkanah and Hannah would miss their little boy? 
(  probably so) What kind of training might Eli give Samuel? (training as a priest in the 
tabernacle) Did Samuel’s parents ever see him again? (  Yes; they came to the tabernacle 
every year to visit him.) What did Hannah bring to Samuel every year? (a robe or coat) 
What kind of boy did Samuel grow up to be? (a boy who pleased God) Did Hannah and 
Elkanah have other children? (  Yes. They had three more sons and two daughters.)

3 Review the history of the tabernacle. Remind students that the tabernacle was a portable 
worship center, sometimes called the Tent of Meeting. Once the Israelites entered the 
Promised Land, the tabernacle remained at Shiloh. People in some parts of Israel would 
need to travel great distances to worship there, so many families only made the trip once 
a year. The tabernacle still contained the ark of the covenant—the special gold box that 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• retell the story of Hannah and 
Elkanah devoting their son to 
the Lord.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.1

MATERIALS
• A toothbrush (Introduce)

MEMORY VERSE

1 Samuel 3:10
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held the Ten Commandments. People would bring sacrifices to the tabernacle where the 
animals would be burnt as an offering to take away the people’s sins. Ask students why 
people don’t sacrifice animals nowadays to receive forgiveness for their sins. (Because 
Jesus died for our sins once and for all, we don’t need to sacrifice animals.) 

4 Read 1 Samuel 3:10 and introduce it as the memory verse. Explain that Samuel, who 
grew up in the tabernacle, spoke the words of the verse. Have students recite it. 

5 Have students complete SW 26.1 Dedicated to God.

Close 
Read the sentences that follow. If students think the sentence is true, they should hop on two 
feet; if false, hop on one foot. Call on students to correct the false statements.

1 Hannah and Elkanah worshipped idols. (False; they worshipped the Lord.)
2 Eli the priest thought that Hannah was drunk because she wasn’t praying aloud. (True.)
3 Hannah made a promise to devote her child to the Lord. (True.)
4 Samuel went home to visit his parents every year. (False; he lived in the tabernacle with 

Eli. His parents visited him every year.)
5 We need to sacrifice animals to pay for our sins. (False; because Jesus died on the cross, 

his death atoned for our sins.)

ENRICHMENT
• Guide a discussion about being 
dedicated to God. Ask students 
why it might have been difficult 
for Hannah and Elkanah to 
dedicate their child to the Lord. 
Explain that God does not 
ask parents to dedicate their 
children to the Lord in the same 
way as Samuel’s parents did, 
yet most Christian churches 
do have baby dedications. 
Ask students if their parents 
dedicated them to the Lord 
when they were babies. Do 
you have any photos of your 
dedication? What promises 
do parents make when they 
dedicate a child to the Lord?
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Name Date

26.1Dedicated to God

Read each sentence and decide if it shows a right idea or a wrong one. Place an X in the 
correct column.

 1.  During the period of the judges, many Israelites  
worshipped idols.

 2. Elkanah and Hannah worshipped the Lord.

 3. Hannah prayed to God.

 4. Eli thought that Hannah was drunk.

 5. Hannah made a promise to God.

 6. Hannah kept her promise. She dedicated Samuel to God.

 7. Samuel lived in the tabernacle and learned to be a priest.

 8. Samuel chose to please God and the people.

 9.  Read 1 Samuel 3:10 and complete the sentence: Samuel said, “ ,  

.”

Read 1 Samuel 2:26 and look at the picture below. Answer the questions.

10.  Who taught Samuel to serve the Lord? 

11.  Did Samuel grow in favor with both God and people? 

12.  Who has taught you about the Lord? 

 13.  How are you growing to please the Lord and the people in your life?  

 

Right 
Idea

Wrong 
Idea
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X

Answers will

X

X
X

X
X
X
X

vary according to Bible version used.

Eli

Yes.

Answers will vary.
Possible

answer: I am reading the Bible, obeying 
my parents, and getting along with others.

Introduce M  
Show students the toothbrush and explain that it is your toothbrush. Ask students whether 
it would be a good idea to use your toothbrush to brush your hair. (No.) Would I use my 
toothbrush to brush a pet? (No.) Would I use my toothbrush to clean the classroom? (No.) 
What is the only thing my toothbrush should be used for? (brushing teeth)

Explain that your toothbrush has only one function—to clean your teeth. It is dedicated to 
one purpose. Remark that in this lesson, students will learn about a mother who dedicated 
her son to the purpose of serving God.

Develop
1 Briefly review the period of the judges from Lesson 25. Inform students that during 

this time in Israel’s history, there was no king, governor, or president over the country. 
Remind students that the nation was composed of 12 tribal groups that shared a common 
language and a common ancestry from the sons of Jacob. They knew about the Lord, 
but many still worshipped the pagan gods of the Canaanites, their neighbors. It was a sad 
time for the people of Israel; they continued in a cycle of sin that lasted 300 years! 

2 Introduce students to Samuel. Explain that during the time of the judges, a man, 
Elkanah and his wife, Hannah, worshipped the Lord at the tabernacle. Read 1 Samuel 
1:1–18. Ask students to describe the problem between Elkanah’s two wives, Hannah and 
Peninnah. (Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not.) Why did the family go to 
Shiloh every year? (to worship God at the tabernacle) Who served God as priests at 
Shiloh? (Eli and his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas.) Why did Hannah pray to God 
about her troubles? (Possible answer: She loved and trusted God.) What did Hannah 
promise if God would give her a child? (She would dedicate the child to God.) When 
Eli the priest saw Hannah praying, what did he think? (He thought she was drunk.) 
When he learned that Hannah was not drunk, what blessing did he give her? (He 
comforted her and asked God’s blessing for her request.)  
 
(Note: Some versions of the Bible indicate that Samuel’s dedication to the Lord meant 
that he would become a Nazirite. If the version of Scripture that you use indicates this, 
explain that a Nazirite took vows to never cut their hair, drink strong drink, or touch a 
dead thing.) 
 
Select students to read 1 Samuel 1:24–28 and 1 Samuel 2:11–26. Ask the following 
questions: Did Hannah keep her promise to the Lord? (  Yes.) What gifts did Elkanah and 
Hannah bring to the tabernacle when they brought Samuel to Eli? (a bull, flour, and 
wine for a sacrifice) Do you think Elkanah and Hannah would miss their little boy? 
(  probably so) What kind of training might Eli give Samuel? (training as a priest in the 
tabernacle) Did Samuel’s parents ever see him again? (  Yes; they came to the tabernacle 
every year to visit him.) What did Hannah bring to Samuel every year? (a robe or coat) 
What kind of boy did Samuel grow up to be? (a boy who pleased God) Did Hannah and 
Elkanah have other children? (  Yes. They had three more sons and two daughters.)

3 Review the history of the tabernacle. Remind students that the tabernacle was a portable 
worship center, sometimes called the Tent of Meeting. Once the Israelites entered the 
Promised Land, the tabernacle remained at Shiloh. People in some parts of Israel would 
need to travel great distances to worship there, so many families only made the trip once 
a year. The tabernacle still contained the ark of the covenant—the special gold box that 

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• retell the story of Hannah and 
Elkanah devoting their son to 
the Lord.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.1

MATERIALS
• A toothbrush (Introduce)

MEMORY VERSE

1 Samuel 3:10

236 ©          BOTR Grade 3

Samuel and Saul: Dedicated to God26.1

M

VOCABULARY

prophet



28

Teacher Manual

Introduce M

Call for a volunteer and have the student select a card from the deck. Keep the card 
facedown. Ask the student to tell what the card is. Of course, the student will not be able to 
know for certain what the card is and can only make a guess. Continue to quiz the student: 
Would you be able to tell what the card is if another student peeked and told you what it is? 
(  Yes.) Would you trust the other student to be honest? (  probably so) Would you trust me if 
I told you what the card is? (likely yes) Would you trust God if he were to tell you what the 
card is? (  Yes.) Remark that today students will learn about a boy who heard from God.

Develop 
1 Briefly review the story of Samuel’s dedication to the Lord. Remind students that under 

Eli’s care and teaching, Samuel grew in favor with God and with men. Eli’s own sons, 
on the other hand, were evil. Although they were priests, they did not follow God’s 
commands. They cared nothing for the Lord.  
 
Have students turn to 1 Samuel 2 and choose a student to read 1 Samuel 2:22–25. Ask 
students to tell the problem that Eli had with Hophni and Phinehas. (They would not 
listen to their father and stop doing evil things.) What did Eli say would happen if 
they sinned against the Lord? (The Lord would not help them.) Were priests supposed 
to disobey God’s laws? (No.) Why do you think the Lord decided to put these priests to 
death? (Possible answers: They were disobedient and would not repent; they were a 
poor example for the people of Israel.)

2 Reiterate that Samuel was not like Eli’s sons. Have students turn to 1 Samuel 3:1–9 to 
read about how God chose Samuel for a special job. Choose readers for the verses and 
dramatically read the passage by choosing a narrator, a student to read Samuel’s words, 
one to read Eli’s words, and a fourth student to read God’s words. Then ask students 
how many times God called Samuel. (three times) Why do you think God called him? 
(Possible answer: God chose Samuel for a specific ministry.) Why didn’t Eli realize 
that God was calling Samuel at first? (Words from God were rare in those days.) Why 
didn’t Samuel realize that God was calling him? (Possible answer: Samuel had never 
heard God’s voice before, so he thought it was Eli calling him.) Did Samuel hesitate 
to obey the voice? (No.) Do you think that Samuel will obey Eli’s instructions? (Possible 
answer: Since Samuel has demonstrated obedience, he will probably obey Eli’s 
instruction.) 
 
Continue the story by reading 1 Samuel 3:10–21. Point out that verse 10 is this week’s 
memory verse. Ask students why Samuel might have been afraid to tell Eli what God had 
said. (Possible answer: God had judged Eli’s family because Eli failed to correct his 
sons.) How did Eli react when Samuel told him about God’s judgment? (Eli said that 
God should do what is right.) Why do you think Eli didn’t argue with God’s words? 
(Possible answer: Eli knew that God’s judgment was fair.) Did God continue to speak 
to Samuel? (Yes.) 

3 Introduce the word prophet, who is a person who speaks messages from God. Samuel was 
the first of God’s prophets during the time of Israel’s united kingdom. As Samuel grew, 
God continued to reveal himself to Samuel through his word. All the people of Israel 
recognized that Samuel was a prophet (1 Samuel 3:20). 
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OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• sequence the events in the 
story of Samuel’s call by God.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.2

MATERIALS
• A deck of cards (Introduce)
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4 Inform students that dependability is an important character trait for all Christians. Even 
as a child, Samuel was very dependable. Review that dependability as an ability to finish 
everything that others ask me to do. Ask students why it is important to be dependable. 
Is it ever hard to be dependable? What are some jobs that require dependability? What 
problems can occur if someone is not dependable? 

5 Have students complete SW 26.2 A Voice in the Night.

Close
Read the sentences below. Explain that the sentences describe events from the beginning, 
middle, or end of today’s story of Samuel. Students should hold up one finger if the sentence 
describes something from the beginning of the story, two fingers for an event in the middle 
of the story, and three fingers for the end of the story.

1 Hannah prayed for a child. (one)
2 Samuel heard the Lord calling him. (two)
3 Hannah and Elkanah took little Samuel to the tabernacle. (one) 
4 God spoke to Samuel and told him about the judgment to come to Eli’s house. (three)

Notes

ENRICHMENT
• Guide a discussion about 
hearing God’s voice. Remark 
that people don’t usually hear 
an audible voice when they 
hear from God, and Samuel’s 
experience was very unusual. 
Ask students how God 
normally speaks to people 
today. (He speaks through 
his Word and through those 
who teach and preach it, and 
through the Holy Spirit he 
has given to us.) People may 
also have a strong impression 
that God is calling them to a 
specific ministry. If possible, 
invite a missionary or pastor 
to describe their experience of 
being called to God’s service. 
Share your own experience 
of being called as a Christian 
school teacher.

• Play a game of charades to 
review the characters in the 
story. For example, have a 
student pretend to lead a 
toddler for the character of 
Hannah, a student might 
pretend to be annoyed when 
awakened for Eli, and a third 
student might pretend to be 
listening to God for Samuel.

©          BOTR Grade 3

A Voice in the Night
Name Date

Fill in the missing letters. Unscramble the circled letters to answer the last question.

1. Samuel’s mother’s name was      .

2. The Tent of Meeting was called the           .

3. The tabernacle was located in      .

4. The Lord called Samuel while he was      .

5. The priest who did not correct his evil sons was    .

6. Samuel said, “     , Lord. I am your servant.”

7.  What word describes someone who speaks messages from God? 

A 

8. Number the events in the order they happened in the story.

26.2

Word Bank
asleep

Elkanah
Hannah

Eli
tabernacle

speak
Shiloh
tent

  Samuel told 
of God’s 
judgment.

  Samuel 
thought Eli 
had called 
him.

  Eli told 
Samuel how 
to answer.

  Eli’s evil 
sons would 
not listen 
to Eli.
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H a n n a h
t a b e r n a c l e

S h i l o h
a s l e e p

E l i
s p e a k

prophet

4 2

3 1

Introduce M

Call for a volunteer and have the student select a card from the deck. Keep the card 
facedown. Ask the student to tell what the card is. Of course, the student will not be able to 
know for certain what the card is and can only make a guess. Continue to quiz the student: 
Would you be able to tell what the card is if another student peeked and told you what it is? 
(  Yes.) Would you trust the other student to be honest? (  probably so) Would you trust me if 
I told you what the card is? (likely yes) Would you trust God if he were to tell you what the 
card is? (  Yes.) Remark that today students will learn about a boy who heard from God.

Develop 
1 Briefly review the story of Samuel’s dedication to the Lord. Remind students that under 

Eli’s care and teaching, Samuel grew in favor with God and with men. Eli’s own sons, 
on the other hand, were evil. Although they were priests, they did not follow God’s 
commands. They cared nothing for the Lord.  
 
Have students turn to 1 Samuel 2 and choose a student to read 1 Samuel 2:22–25. Ask 
students to tell the problem that Eli had with Hophni and Phinehas. (They would not 
listen to their father and stop doing evil things.) What did Eli say would happen if 
they sinned against the Lord? (The Lord would not help them.) Were priests supposed 
to disobey God’s laws? (No.) Why do you think the Lord decided to put these priests to 
death? (Possible answers: They were disobedient and would not repent; they were a 
poor example for the people of Israel.)

2 Reiterate that Samuel was not like Eli’s sons. Have students turn to 1 Samuel 3:1–9 to 
read about how God chose Samuel for a special job. Choose readers for the verses and 
dramatically read the passage by choosing a narrator, a student to read Samuel’s words, 
one to read Eli’s words, and a fourth student to read God’s words. Then ask students 
how many times God called Samuel. (three times) Why do you think God called him? 
(Possible answer: God chose Samuel for a specific ministry.) Why didn’t Eli realize 
that God was calling Samuel at first? (Words from God were rare in those days.) Why 
didn’t Samuel realize that God was calling him? (Possible answer: Samuel had never 
heard God’s voice before, so he thought it was Eli calling him.) Did Samuel hesitate 
to obey the voice? (No.) Do you think that Samuel will obey Eli’s instructions? (Possible 
answer: Since Samuel has demonstrated obedience, he will probably obey Eli’s 
instruction.) 
 
Continue the story by reading 1 Samuel 3:10–21. Point out that verse 10 is this week’s 
memory verse. Ask students why Samuel might have been afraid to tell Eli what God had 
said. (Possible answer: God had judged Eli’s family because Eli failed to correct his 
sons.) How did Eli react when Samuel told him about God’s judgment? (Eli said that 
God should do what is right.) Why do you think Eli didn’t argue with God’s words? 
(Possible answer: Eli knew that God’s judgment was fair.) Did God continue to speak 
to Samuel? (Yes.) 

3 Introduce the word prophet, who is a person who speaks messages from God. Samuel was 
the first of God’s prophets during the time of Israel’s united kingdom. As Samuel grew, 
God continued to reveal himself to Samuel through his word. All the people of Israel 
recognized that Samuel was a prophet (1 Samuel 3:20). 
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OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• sequence the events in the 
story of Samuel’s call by God.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.2

MATERIALS
• A deck of cards (Introduce)

Samuel and Saul: A Voice in the Night26.2
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Introduce M

Choose a volunteer and place the blindfold over her eyes. Spin her around and lead her 
by the hand to a classroom object, such as a bookcase or the door. Stop two feet from the 
object. Tell the student that she is two steps from the object. Ask her whether she trusts you. 
Emphasize that if she takes two steps, she will run into the object. Drop hands and challenge 
the student to take the steps alone, holding her arms in front of her. When she contacts the 
object, remove the blindfold and ask whether you told the truth. Could you trust my words?  

Remind students that trust is a strong belief in my heart that God will always do what he says. 
Remark that God is always completely trustworthy. Inform students that in today’s lesson, 
they will learn that the Israelites put their trust in created things rather than in the Creator.

Develop M

1 Show students the Bible and emphasize the importance of learning God’s Word. Display 
the cross and ask students what the cross reminds them of. Have students look at the 
picture of Jesus. Ask them whether people really know what Jesus looked like.  
 
Introduce the concept of the Bible, cross, and picture of Jesus as physical objects. Ask the 
following: If I put the Bible under my pillow when I am sick, will the Bible heal me? If I 
keep a cross in my car, will it keep me safe from accidents? If I put a picture of Jesus in my 
backpack, will it help me do well on a test? Will any of these objects heal, protect, or help 
me? Do the objects themselves have any power? What’s wrong with using an object, such 
as a Bible or a cross, as good luck charms to protect us?

2 Emphasize that God is the one who is the source of strength and power for our lives. 
Explain that the Israelites were confused about God’s power. They forgot that the ark 
of the covenant was a physical reminder of God’s presence during the time the Israelites 
lived in the desert. The ark remained in the tabernacle at Shiloh during the time of the 
judges. (Note: The student workbook has an artist’s drawing of the ark of the covenant for 
students who may need a review.) Sometime after Samuel became a prophet, the Israelites 
found themselves in trouble with their neighbors, the Philistines, an idolatrous people 
who lived near the seacoast.  
 
Read 1 Samuel 4:1–18. Ask the following questions: What did the Israelites think would 
help them defeat the Philistines? (the ark of the covenant) What was the ark of the 
covenant? (a special gold box that held the Ten Commandments) What was the ark 
meant to remind the people of? (of God’s presence with them)  
 
Point out that the glory of God was visibly present above the ark during the period when 
the Israelites wandered in the wilderness. This special manifestation of God’s presence 
may have given the Israelites the idea that the ark was a powerful object. However, God 
never intended for the ark of the covenant to take the place of his omnipresence with 
his people. It was wrong for the people to trust in the object instead of in God himself. 
Ask students why the Philistines feared the ark. (Because the Israelites believed it was 
magical, the Philistines thought so too.) Why did the Philistines capture the ark? 
(They believed it was a powerful object.) What happened to Eli and his evil sons? 
(Hophni and Phineas died in battle; Eli fell from his chair when he heard the 
ark had been captured and broke his neck.) Where does real power come from—a 
supposedly holy object or from God? (from God) What do you think will happen to the 
ark of the covenant? (Answers will vary.)
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OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• explain how the Israelites’ 
superstition and lack of faith in 
God caused them to lose the 
ark of the covenant.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.3

MATERIALS
• Blindfold (Introduce)
• Cross, picture of Jesus 
(Develop 1)

Samuel and Saul: The Ark Is Lost26.3
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3 Choose students to read verses in 1 Samuel 5:1–12. Review the passages by asking 
students where the Philistines took the ark of the covenant. (to the temple of their false 
god, Dagon) What did God do to prove that he is the one true God? (He made the idol 
fall on its face, and he broke the statue’s head and hands.) Why did the Philistines 
want to get rid of the ark? (They were afraid they would die if the ark remained with 
them.) What illness happened to the people in the Philistine towns that housed the ark? 
(The people were struck with tumors, or strange growths, on their skin.)  
 
Inform students that the Philistine towns were overrun with mice, or rats. Ask them if the 
ark of the covenant was the source of power or if the source of power was God? (God was 
the source of power.) Read 1 Samuel 6:1–21 and ask students the remaining questions: 
How did the Philistines finally get rid of the ark? (They made five gold models of the 
skin tumors and the mice that were destroying their land. Then they made a new 
cart for the ark and hitched up two cows that had just had calves. The cows headed 
straight for Israel to the town of Beth Shemesh. Five Philistine kings followed 
the cart to be sure it left the country.) What did the people of Beth Shemesh do that 
honored God? (They offered sacrifices to praise the Lord.) What did some people of 
Beth Shemesh do that dishonored God? (They looked inside the ark.) What happened 
to those 70 people who opened the ark? (They died.)

4 Have students complete SW 26.3 The Ark Is Lost.

Close
Read the sentences. Have 
students turn their thumbs up 
if the sentence tells something 
that is true. If it is superstitious 
or false, have them turn their 
thumbs down.

1 Putting a cross under your 
pillow will protect you from 
bad dreams. (False.)

2 Trusting in God is better 
than trusting in lucky 
charms. (True.)

3 The ark of the covenant had 
real magical powers. (False.) 

4 It was the Lord who 
punished the Philistines, not 
the ark. (True.)

5 The god of the Philistines 
protected them from 
disease. (False.) 

ENRICHMENT
• Remind students that the 
Israelites superstitiously 
believed that the ark of the 
covenant would bring them luck 
in battle. Engage students in a 
discussion about luck. Ask the 
following: Is there such a thing 
as luck? (Answers will vary.) 
Are certain objects, such as a 
rabbit’s foot or four-leaf clover, 
guaranteed to be lucky? (No.) 
Will lucky shoes help someone 
run faster? (No.) In whom 
should you trust, in God or in 
luck? (in God)
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Name Date

26.3The Ark Is Lost

1.  Fill in the circles that describe the character trait of trust. 

 Trust is a feeling that things might turn out alright. 

 Trust is a strong belief in my heart that God will always do what he says. 

 Trust is a belief that a picture of Jesus and a cross have amazing powers. 

 Trust is complete confidence that God will be faithful to the promises in his Word.

Read Psalm 31:14. Answer the questions.

2.  When you trust God, what do you say in your heart?  

3. Should you ever put your trust in objects instead of in God? 

Read King David’s words in Psalm 13:5. Answer the questions.

4. What does David put his trust in? 

5. In what does David’s heart rejoice? 

6.  Read the story. Cross out three incorrect sentences about the ark of the covenant. 
 
The ark of the covenant was a special gold box. The ark had magical powers.  
The Israelites went into battle against their enemies, the Philistines. They took the 
ark into the battle, thinking it would help them win. Eli's wonderful, righteous sons 
guarded the ark and kept it safe. The Philistines defeated the Israelites and took the 

ark to their temple. Their false god, Dagon, fell down in 
front of the ark. Thinking that the ark 
caused diseases, the Philistines sent 

the ark back to Israel. They sent 
one hundred silver 

coins with the ark. 
The ark was 

home at last.
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You are my God.

No.

in God’s salvation

God’s mercy, steadfast, or 
unfailing love

Introduce M

Choose a volunteer and place the blindfold over her eyes. Spin her around and lead her 
by the hand to a classroom object, such as a bookcase or the door. Stop two feet from the 
object. Tell the student that she is two steps from the object. Ask her whether she trusts you. 
Emphasize that if she takes two steps, she will run into the object. Drop hands and challenge 
the student to take the steps alone, holding her arms in front of her. When she contacts the 
object, remove the blindfold and ask whether you told the truth. Could you trust my words?  

Remind students that trust is a strong belief in my heart that God will always do what he says. 
Remark that God is always completely trustworthy. Inform students that in today’s lesson, 
they will learn that the Israelites put their trust in created things rather than in the Creator.

Develop M

1 Show students the Bible and emphasize the importance of learning God’s Word. Display 
the cross and ask students what the cross reminds them of. Have students look at the 
picture of Jesus. Ask them whether people really know what Jesus looked like.  
 
Introduce the concept of the Bible, cross, and picture of Jesus as physical objects. Ask the 
following: If I put the Bible under my pillow when I am sick, will the Bible heal me? If I 
keep a cross in my car, will it keep me safe from accidents? If I put a picture of Jesus in my 
backpack, will it help me do well on a test? Will any of these objects heal, protect, or help 
me? Do the objects themselves have any power? What’s wrong with using an object, such 
as a Bible or a cross, as good luck charms to protect us?

2 Emphasize that God is the one who is the source of strength and power for our lives. 
Explain that the Israelites were confused about God’s power. They forgot that the ark 
of the covenant was a physical reminder of God’s presence during the time the Israelites 
lived in the desert. The ark remained in the tabernacle at Shiloh during the time of the 
judges. (Note: The student workbook has an artist’s drawing of the ark of the covenant for 
students who may need a review.) Sometime after Samuel became a prophet, the Israelites 
found themselves in trouble with their neighbors, the Philistines, an idolatrous people 
who lived near the seacoast.  
 
Read 1 Samuel 4:1–18. Ask the following questions: What did the Israelites think would 
help them defeat the Philistines? (the ark of the covenant) What was the ark of the 
covenant? (a special gold box that held the Ten Commandments) What was the ark 
meant to remind the people of? (of God’s presence with them)  
 
Point out that the glory of God was visibly present above the ark during the period when 
the Israelites wandered in the wilderness. This special manifestation of God’s presence 
may have given the Israelites the idea that the ark was a powerful object. However, God 
never intended for the ark of the covenant to take the place of his omnipresence with 
his people. It was wrong for the people to trust in the object instead of in God himself. 
Ask students why the Philistines feared the ark. (Because the Israelites believed it was 
magical, the Philistines thought so too.) Why did the Philistines capture the ark? 
(They believed it was a powerful object.) What happened to Eli and his evil sons? 
(Hophni and Phineas died in battle; Eli fell from his chair when he heard the 
ark had been captured and broke his neck.) Where does real power come from—a 
supposedly holy object or from God? (from God) What do you think will happen to the 
ark of the covenant? (Answers will vary.)
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OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• explain how the Israelites’ 
superstition and lack of faith in 
God caused them to lose the 
ark of the covenant.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.3

MATERIALS
• Blindfold (Introduce)
• Cross, picture of Jesus 
(Develop 1)
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Introduce M

Place the crown on a student’s head or your own head. Ask the class what they think of 
when they see a crown. Who wears a crown and why does he or she wear it? Are there kings 
or queens today? What kings or queens do you know about? Are kings and queens more 
important than the people they rule? 

Inform students that most nations today are not ruled by kings, but they may still have a 
king or queen for traditional or ceremonial purposes. Historically, the king was the head of 
the country. He made all the important decisions. Unlike God, our heavenly king, an earthly 
king’s power came from the support of his people. Remind students that God’s covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob included a promise that kings would be born in their family. 
In today’s lesson, students will learn about Israel’s first king.

Develop M  
1 Remind students that during the time of the judges, God chose the leaders for his people. 

While the judge lived, the nation would be at peace, but after the judge died, the people 
would return to idolatry. Samuel was not only a prophet, but he was also the last judge. 
After the ark of the covenant was returned to Israel, it was kept safe at Kiriath-Jearnim in 
the house of Abinadab for 20 years. Samuel spoke to the people and told them that they 
must put away their false gods and return to the Lord. This time, the people listened, 
repented, and stopped worshipping idols, serving only the Lord.  

2 Remark that under Samuel’s leadership, things went better for Israel and they experienced 
a time of peace. Read 1 Samuel 8:1–22 to discover the next episode in Israel’s history. 
Ask the following: What was the problem with Samuel’s sons? (They were dishonest and 
immoral.) What did the older leaders ask Samuel at a meeting in Ramah? (They asked 
for a king to rule over them.) How did Samuel feel about their request, and what did 
he do? (He wasn’t happy because the people wanted an earthly king, but he prayed 
about their request.) What did God say? (He told Samuel that the people weren’t 
rejecting Samuel as their judge; they were rejecting God’s kingship.) What problems 
did Samuel say the people would have if they chose a king? (Their sons would become 
soldiers; their crops would go to feed the king’s family; their children would become 
servants; the king would take their cattle; the people would be enslaved to the king; 
they would cry out to God, but he would not answer them.) Did the people listen to 
Samuel’s warning? (No.) What did God tell Samuel to do? (to give them a king) 
 
Read 1 Samuel 9:1–10:1. Guide a discussion by asking the following: Whom did God 
choose to be the first king of Israel? (Saul) What task did Saul’s father, Kish, send Saul 
and a servant to do? (to find some donkeys that were missing) When Saul was unable 
to find the donkeys, what did the servant advise? (to ask Samuel where the donkeys 
were) Why might Samuel know where the donkeys were? (Samuel was a prophet.) 
When Saul came near to Samuel, what did God tell him? (This is the man that I have 
chosen to be king.)

3 WORLDVIEW LINKS: Draw students’ attention to the House of Truth. Relate the story  
of Israel’s first king to Biblical Truths 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 15. Remind students of Biblical 
Truth 1 and ask them how God’s prophecy of Eli’s family’s downfall came true. (Both 
Hophni and Phineas were killed in battle; Eli died when he heard the ark had 
been lost.) What are some truths that God speaks to you that are always true? (Possible 
answers: God is with me; God hears my prayers; God always loves me.)  
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OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• describe how Saul became the 
first king of Israel.

• relate Biblical Truths 1, 2, 5, 6, 
7, and 15 to the story of Israel’s 
demand for a king.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.4
TR 26.4A

MATERIALS
• A paper or plastic crown 
(Introduce)

• Worldview Model—House of 
Truth (Develop 3)
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Link Biblical Truth 2 to the story of the capture of the ark of the covenant. Ask students 
whether Dagon, the god of the Philistines, was a true god. (No.) Was the ark a magical 
object or a god? (No.) What do some people put in place of God today? (Possible 
answers: luck, fame, money, friends, leisure activities) Biblical Truth 5 affirms that 
God wants a relationship of harmony with his people. Ask students how the people’s 
demand for an earthly king showed rejection of their relationship with God. (God 
wanted to be king, but the people wanted a human leader.) 
 
Biblical Truth 6 indicates that God is the provider. Ask students how the people showed 
a lack of trust in God. (They didn’t want God to provide judges as he had been; they 
wanted a ruler.) Israel’s rejection and continued disobedience caused ongoing disharmony 
with him relates to Biblical Truth 7. Israel’s wars with its enemies and rejection of Samuel 
as their judge and leader reflect the effects of sin on the people’s relationships with each 
other links to Biblical Truth 15.

4 Display TR 26.4A Time Line, Part 3. Review the events of Samuel’s life by having 
students describe the events shown in pictures 13–16. 

5 Have students complete SW 26.4 We Want a King.

Close 
Read the sentences. If the sentence is true, have students lift their hands to their head as if 
placing a crown on their head. If false, have them sadly shake their head.

1 Samuel wanted his sons 
to be the kings of Israel. 
(False.)

2 Samuel told the people all 
the problems they would 
have if they insisted on a 
king. (True.)

3 God wanted to be Israel’s 
King. (True.)

4 God wants to be the King 
of our lives today. (True.)

Prayer
Lead students in a prayer of 
repentance for times when they 
have not made Jesus the Lord 
and King in their lives.
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We Want a King26.4
Name Date

1.  Number the sentences in the order they happened in the story. 

 Samuel, the last judge, heard the people’s cry for a king. 

 Samuel anointed Saul as the first king of Israel. 

 Saul’s father, Kish, sent Saul and a servant to find some  
  lost donkeys. 

 Saul’s servant suggested that they ask Samuel for help  
  in finding the donkeys. 

 God told Samuel that Saul was the chosen king.

Read 1 Samuel 8:7–18. Answer the questions.
2.  When the people wanted an earthly king, whom were they rejecting, Samuel or God? 

3.  What did the people think a king would do for them?  

4.  List four jobs that the people would have to do for their king. 

    

   

5.  Read the story and follow the directions. 
Stephen knows that Jesus should 
be the King over his life, but lately 
he has been too busy with friends, 
sports, homework, and video games 
to pray or to attend church.  
Give Stephen some advice as to how to 
make Jesus the Lord of his life. 

 

 

 

ENRICHMENT
• Play the song “King of the 
World” by Natalie Grant and 
invite students to sing the 
chorus. Encourage discussion 
about how difficult it can be 
for us to remember that Jesus 
is our King. Ask students how 
they keep Jesus the center of 
their focus.
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1
5
2
3
4

God
rule over them,

lead them into battle

become soldiers
Possible answers:

make perfume
cook or bake

farm the king’s land

Answers will vary 
but should include 
dropping some 
activities in order to 
spend time with God.

Introduce M

Place the crown on a student’s head or your own head. Ask the class what they think of 
when they see a crown. Who wears a crown and why does he or she wear it? Are there kings 
or queens today? What kings or queens do you know about? Are kings and queens more 
important than the people they rule? 

Inform students that most nations today are not ruled by kings, but they may still have a 
king or queen for traditional or ceremonial purposes. Historically, the king was the head of 
the country. He made all the important decisions. Unlike God, our heavenly king, an earthly 
king’s power came from the support of his people. Remind students that God’s covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob included a promise that kings would be born in their family. 
In today’s lesson, students will learn about Israel’s first king.

Develop M  
1 Remind students that during the time of the judges, God chose the leaders for his people. 

While the judge lived, the nation would be at peace, but after the judge died, the people 
would return to idolatry. Samuel was not only a prophet, but he was also the last judge. 
After the ark of the covenant was returned to Israel, it was kept safe at Kiriath-Jearnim in 
the house of Abinadab for 20 years. Samuel spoke to the people and told them that they 
must put away their false gods and return to the Lord. This time, the people listened, 
repented, and stopped worshipping idols, serving only the Lord.  

2 Remark that under Samuel’s leadership, things went better for Israel and they experienced 
a time of peace. Read 1 Samuel 8:1–22 to discover the next episode in Israel’s history. 
Ask the following: What was the problem with Samuel’s sons? (They were dishonest and 
immoral.) What did the older leaders ask Samuel at a meeting in Ramah? (They asked 
for a king to rule over them.) How did Samuel feel about their request, and what did 
he do? (He wasn’t happy because the people wanted an earthly king, but he prayed 
about their request.) What did God say? (He told Samuel that the people weren’t 
rejecting Samuel as their judge; they were rejecting God’s kingship.) What problems 
did Samuel say the people would have if they chose a king? (Their sons would become 
soldiers; their crops would go to feed the king’s family; their children would become 
servants; the king would take their cattle; the people would be enslaved to the king; 
they would cry out to God, but he would not answer them.) Did the people listen to 
Samuel’s warning? (No.) What did God tell Samuel to do? (to give them a king) 
 
Read 1 Samuel 9:1–10:1. Guide a discussion by asking the following: Whom did God 
choose to be the first king of Israel? (Saul) What task did Saul’s father, Kish, send Saul 
and a servant to do? (to find some donkeys that were missing) When Saul was unable 
to find the donkeys, what did the servant advise? (to ask Samuel where the donkeys 
were) Why might Samuel know where the donkeys were? (Samuel was a prophet.) 
When Saul came near to Samuel, what did God tell him? (This is the man that I have 
chosen to be king.)

3 WORLDVIEW LINKS: Draw students’ attention to the House of Truth. Relate the story  
of Israel’s first king to Biblical Truths 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 15. Remind students of Biblical 
Truth 1 and ask them how God’s prophecy of Eli’s family’s downfall came true. (Both 
Hophni and Phineas were killed in battle; Eli died when he heard the ark had 
been lost.) What are some truths that God speaks to you that are always true? (Possible 
answers: God is with me; God hears my prayers; God always loves me.)  
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OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to
• describe how Saul became the 
first king of Israel.

• relate Biblical Truths 1, 2, 5, 6, 
7, and 15 to the story of Israel’s 
demand for a king.

SUPPLEMENTALS 

SW 26.4
TR 26.4A

MATERIALS
• A paper or plastic crown 
(Introduce)

• Worldview Model—House of 
Truth (Develop 3)

Samuel and Saul: We Want a King26.4
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Name Date

10.10.1Honor and Glory

1.  What does honor mean?  

2.  Explain what glory is.  

3. Read 2 Peter 1:16–17. Who received honor and glory? 

4. Read Exodus 20:12. How are we to treat our parents? 

5.  Read Psalm 8:5. What did God crown people with?  

6. Color the jewels in the crown that have the words to Biblical Truth 10.

7.  Write the words to Biblical Truth 10.  
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10.10.1Honor and Glory

1.  What does honor mean?  

2.  Explain what glory is.  

3. Read 2 Peter 1:16–17. Who received honor and glory? 

4. Read Exodus 20:12. How are we to treat our parents? 

5.  Read Psalm 8:5. What did God crown people with?  

6. Color the jewels in the crown that have the words to Biblical Truth 10.

7.  Write the words to Biblical Truth 10.  

 

G
od

h
u
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a
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10.10.3Caring for the Earth

Replace the symbols with the letters to find three ways God crowns us with glory and honor.

1.  Only people were created                ’  

         . 

2.  God created only people                   

                    with him as his  

               .

3.  God created only people to                    

                      .

4.  Write the memory verse, Psalm 8:4, 6.  

 

a c d e f g h i l m n o p wtsr v

©          BOTR Grade 3

God’s Image-Bearer
Name Date

1.  Draw something nonliving in the first box. Draw something living that is not an  
image-bearer in the second box. Draw an image-bearer in the third box.

Use the Word Bank to fill in the blanks. Read the verses below each sentence and circle the 
one that supports the statement.

As God’s image-bearer …

2.  I have a mind so I can  him. 

1 John 4:19 Romans 8:14, 16 1 John 5:20

3.  I have emotions so I can  him. 

1 John 4:19 Psalm 119:106 1 John 5:20

4.  I have a will so I can choose to  him. 

Romans 8:14, 16 Psalm 119:106 Psalm 38:4, 18

5.  I have a conscience so I can know the difference between  

and . 

1 John 4:19 Psalm 119:106 Psalm 38:4, 18

6.  I have a spirit so I can have  with him. 

Romans 8:14, 16 1 John 5:20 Genesis 5:1

10.10.2

nonliving living image-bearer

Word Bank
right love fellowship know wrong obey
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10.10.3Caring for the Earth

Replace the symbols with the letters to find three ways God crowns us with glory and honor.

1.  Only people were created                ’  

         . 

2.  God created only people                   

                    with him as his  

               .

3.  God created only people to                    

                      .

4.  Write the memory verse, Psalm 8:4, 6.  
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God’s Image-Bearer
Name Date

1.  Draw something nonliving in the first box. Draw something living that is not an  
image-bearer in the second box. Draw an image-bearer in the third box.

Use the Word Bank to fill in the blanks. Read the verses below each sentence and circle the 
one that supports the statement.

As God’s image-bearer …

2.  I have a mind so I can  him. 

1 John 4:19 Romans 8:14, 16 1 John 5:20

3.  I have emotions so I can  him. 

1 John 4:19 Psalm 119:106 1 John 5:20

4.  I have a will so I can choose to  him. 

Romans 8:14, 16 Psalm 119:106 Psalm 38:4, 18

5.  I have a conscience so I can know the difference between  

and . 

1 John 4:19 Psalm 119:106 Psalm 38:4, 18

6.  I have a spirit so I can have  with him. 

Romans 8:14, 16 1 John 5:20 Genesis 5:1

10.10.2

nonliving living image-bearer

Word Bank
right love fellowship know wrong obey
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1.  How are people crowned with glory and honor? 
Read the descriptions about the characteristics that living things in God’s creation have. 
Circle the characteristics that only human beings, crowned with glory and honor, have or 
can do.

2.  Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 and 2 Thessalonians 1:8–9. Explain why it is good to 

believe in Jesus and be in Christ.  

 

©          BOTR Grade 3

Our Crown10.10.4
Name Date

They breathe.
They sleep.

They care for 
God's creation.

They move.

They have bones.

They have 
a spirit.

They have babies.

They grow.
They can 

know God.
They have blood.

They eat.
They know what 

is right.

They run.
They have teeth.

They have hair.

They can 
choose to 
do right.

They have muscles.

They get sick.

They can love God.
They die.

They are the 
crown of creation.

They know what 
is wrong. They get tired.

They have 
eternal life.

They can have 
fellowship 
with God.

They are born.

They can 
be God's 
children.

They care for 
only people.

They need food 
and water.

They can 
worship God.

©          BOTR Grade 3

Name Date

26.1Dedicated to God

Read each sentence and decide if it shows a right idea or a wrong one. Place an X in the 
correct column.

 1.  During the period of the judges, many Israelites  
worshipped idols.

 2. Elkanah and Hannah worshipped the Lord.

 3. Hannah prayed to God.

 4. Eli thought that Hannah was drunk.

 5. Hannah made a promise to God.

 6. Hannah kept her promise. She dedicated Samuel to God.

 7. Samuel lived in the tabernacle and learned to be a priest.

 8. Samuel chose to please God and the people.

 9.  Read 1 Samuel 3:10 and complete the sentence: Samuel said, “ ,  

.”

Read 1 Samuel 2:26 and look at the picture below. Answer the questions.

10.  Who taught Samuel to serve the Lord? 

11.  Did Samuel grow in favor with both God and people? 

12.  Who has taught you about the Lord? 

 13.  How are you growing to please the Lord and the people in your life?  

 

Right 
Idea

Wrong 
Idea
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1.  How are people crowned with glory and honor? 
Read the descriptions about the characteristics that living things in God’s creation have. 
Circle the characteristics that only human beings, crowned with glory and honor, have or 
can do.

2.  Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 and 2 Thessalonians 1:8–9. Explain why it is good to 

believe in Jesus and be in Christ.  
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Our Crown10.10.4
Name Date

They breathe.
They sleep.

They care for 
God's creation.

They move.

They have bones.

They have 
a spirit.

They have babies.

They grow.
They can 

know God.
They have blood.

They eat.
They know what 

is right.

They run.
They have teeth.

They have hair.

They can 
choose to 
do right.

They have muscles.

They get sick.

They can love God.
They die.

They are the 
crown of creation.

They know what 
is wrong. They get tired.

They have 
eternal life.

They can have 
fellowship 
with God.

They are born.

They can 
be God's 
children.

They care for 
only people.

They need food 
and water.

They can 
worship God.
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Name Date

26.1Dedicated to God

Read each sentence and decide if it shows a right idea or a wrong one. Place an X in the 
correct column.

 1.  During the period of the judges, many Israelites  
worshipped idols.

 2. Elkanah and Hannah worshipped the Lord.

 3. Hannah prayed to God.

 4. Eli thought that Hannah was drunk.

 5. Hannah made a promise to God.

 6. Hannah kept her promise. She dedicated Samuel to God.

 7. Samuel lived in the tabernacle and learned to be a priest.

 8. Samuel chose to please God and the people.

 9.  Read 1 Samuel 3:10 and complete the sentence: Samuel said, “ ,  

.”

Read 1 Samuel 2:26 and look at the picture below. Answer the questions.

10.  Who taught Samuel to serve the Lord? 

11.  Did Samuel grow in favor with both God and people? 

12.  Who has taught you about the Lord? 

 13.  How are you growing to please the Lord and the people in your life?  

 

Right 
Idea

Wrong 
Idea
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26.3The Ark Is Lost

1.  Fill in the circles that describe the character trait of trust. 

 Trust is a feeling that things might turn out alright. 

 Trust is a strong belief in my heart that God will always do what he says. 

 Trust is a belief that a picture of Jesus and a cross have amazing powers. 

 Trust is complete confidence that God will be faithful to the promises in his Word.

Read Psalm 31:14. Answer the questions.

2.  When you trust God, what do you say in your heart?  

3. Should you ever put your trust in objects instead of in God? 

Read King David’s words in Psalm 13:5. Answer the questions.

4. What does David put his trust in? 

5. In what does David’s heart rejoice? 

6.  Read the story. Cross out three incorrect sentences about the ark of the covenant. 
 
The ark of the covenant was a special gold box. The ark had magical powers.  
The Israelites went into battle against their enemies, the Philistines. They took the 
ark into the battle, thinking it would help them win. Eli's wonderful, righteous sons 
guarded the ark and kept it safe. The Philistines defeated the Israelites and took the 

ark to their temple. Their false god, Dagon, fell down in 
front of the ark. Thinking that the ark 
caused diseases, the Philistines sent 

the ark back to Israel. They sent 
one hundred silver 

coins with the ark. 
The ark was 

home at last.

©          BOTR Grade 3

A Voice in the Night
Name Date

Fill in the missing letters. Unscramble the circled letters to answer the last question.

1. Samuel’s mother’s name was      .

2. The Tent of Meeting was called the           .

3. The tabernacle was located in      .

4. The Lord called Samuel while he was      .

5. The priest who did not correct his evil sons was    .

6. Samuel said, “     , Lord. I am your servant.”

7.  What word describes someone who speaks messages from God? 

A 

8. Number the events in the order they happened in the story.

26.2

Word Bank
asleep

Elkanah
Hannah

Eli
tabernacle

speak
Shiloh
tent

  Samuel told 
of God’s 
judgment.

  Samuel 
thought Eli 
had called 
him.

  Eli told 
Samuel how 
to answer.

  Eli’s evil 
sons would 
not listen 
to Eli.
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26.3The Ark Is Lost

1.  Fill in the circles that describe the character trait of trust. 

 Trust is a feeling that things might turn out alright. 

 Trust is a strong belief in my heart that God will always do what he says. 

 Trust is a belief that a picture of Jesus and a cross have amazing powers. 

 Trust is complete confidence that God will be faithful to the promises in his Word.

Read Psalm 31:14. Answer the questions.

2.  When you trust God, what do you say in your heart?  

3. Should you ever put your trust in objects instead of in God? 

Read King David’s words in Psalm 13:5. Answer the questions.

4. What does David put his trust in? 

5. In what does David’s heart rejoice? 

6.  Read the story. Cross out three incorrect sentences about the ark of the covenant. 
 
The ark of the covenant was a special gold box. The ark had magical powers.  
The Israelites went into battle against their enemies, the Philistines. They took the 
ark into the battle, thinking it would help them win. Eli's wonderful, righteous sons 
guarded the ark and kept it safe. The Philistines defeated the Israelites and took the 

ark to their temple. Their false god, Dagon, fell down in 
front of the ark. Thinking that the ark 
caused diseases, the Philistines sent 

the ark back to Israel. They sent 
one hundred silver 

coins with the ark. 
The ark was 

home at last.
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A Voice in the Night
Name Date

Fill in the missing letters. Unscramble the circled letters to answer the last question.

1. Samuel’s mother’s name was      .

2. The Tent of Meeting was called the           .

3. The tabernacle was located in      .

4. The Lord called Samuel while he was      .

5. The priest who did not correct his evil sons was    .

6. Samuel said, “     , Lord. I am your servant.”

7.  What word describes someone who speaks messages from God? 

A 

8. Number the events in the order they happened in the story.

26.2

Word Bank
asleep

Elkanah
Hannah

Eli
tabernacle

speak
Shiloh
tent

  Samuel told 
of God’s 
judgment.

  Samuel 
thought Eli 
had called 
him.

  Eli told 
Samuel how 
to answer.

  Eli’s evil 
sons would 
not listen 
to Eli.
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We Want a King26.4
Name Date

1.  Number the sentences in the order they happened in the story. 

 Samuel, the last judge, heard the people’s cry for a king. 

 Samuel anointed Saul as the first king of Israel. 

 Saul’s father, Kish, sent Saul and a servant to find some  
  lost donkeys. 

 Saul’s servant suggested that they ask Samuel for help  
  in finding the donkeys. 

 God told Samuel that Saul was the chosen king.

Read 1 Samuel 8:7–18. Answer the questions.
2.  When the people wanted an earthly king, whom were they rejecting, Samuel or God? 

3.  What did the people think a king would do for them?  

4.  List four jobs that the people would have to do for their king. 

    

   

5.  Read the story and follow the directions. 
Stephen knows that Jesus should 
be the King over his life, but lately 
he has been too busy with friends, 
sports, homework, and video games 
to pray or to attend church.  
Give Stephen some advice as to how to 
make Jesus the Lord of his life. 
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We Want a King26.4
Name Date

1.  Number the sentences in the order they happened in the story. 

 Samuel, the last judge, heard the people’s cry for a king. 

 Samuel anointed Saul as the first king of Israel. 

 Saul’s father, Kish, sent Saul and a servant to find some  
  lost donkeys. 

 Saul’s servant suggested that they ask Samuel for help  
  in finding the donkeys. 

 God told Samuel that Saul was the chosen king.

Read 1 Samuel 8:7–18. Answer the questions.
2.  When the people wanted an earthly king, whom were they rejecting, Samuel or God? 

3.  What did the people think a king would do for them?  

4.  List four jobs that the people would have to do for their king. 

    

   

5.  Read the story and follow the directions. 
Stephen knows that Jesus should 
be the King over his life, but lately 
he has been too busy with friends, 
sports, homework, and video games 
to pray or to attend church.  
Give Stephen some advice as to how to 
make Jesus the Lord of his life. 
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Black Line Masters

1.  Memory Verse: Write the words and reference of your memory verse. 

 

Correctly complete the sentences with the words honor or glory.

2. I can fellowship with God by praising his .

3. Exodus 20:12 says to  your parents.

4.  Circle the ways in which God crowns his image-bearers with glory and honor. 

God created only people to care for the earth. 

God loved the world so much that he sent Jesus to die for our sins. 

God created people and animals to love him. 

God created only people to have fellowship with him as his children. 

Only people were created in God’s image. 

God created people and animals with a will to obey him. 

God created only people to have eternal life.

Write complete sentences to answer the questions.

5.  Why can’t animals know right from wrong?  

6.  Can animals take care of the earth? Why or why not?  

7.  Who will have eternal life in heaven?  

8.  What will happen to the people who do not have eternal life in heaven? 

Name

Test 10

©          BOTR Grade 3

Samples reduced; not actual size

Test 10 Answers

©          BOTR Grade 3

1.  Memory Verse: Write the words and reference of your memory verse. 

Psalm 8:4, 6 will vary according to Bible version used.

Correctly complete the sentences with the words honor or glory.

2. I can fellowship with God by praising his glory.

3. Exodus 20:12 says to honor your parents.

4.  Circle the ways in which God crowns his image-bearers with glory and honor. 

God created only people to care for the earth. 

God loved the world so much that he sent Jesus to die for our sins. 

God created people and animals to love him. 

God created only people to have fellowship with him as his children. 

Only people were created in God’s image. 

God created people and animals with a will to obey him. 

God created only people to have eternal life.

Write complete sentences to answer the questions.

5.  Why can’t animals know right from wrong? Animals do not have a conscience.

6.  Can animals take care of the earth? Why or why not? Animals do not have the 

ability and are not capable of knowing how.

7.  Who will have eternal life in heaven? Those who are in Christ will have eternal life; 

whoever believes in Jesus will have eternal life.

8.  What will happen to the people who do not have eternal life in heaven? 

They will be punished forever.

10.10.2ACrown
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Black Line Masters

1.  Memory Verse: Write the words and reference of your memory verse.  

 

2.  Fill in the circle in front of the definition of prophet. 

 the king of Israel  

 someone who speaks messages from God 

 a person who is elected to lead the country

3.  Fill in the circle in front of the definition of dependability. 

 a peace in my heart because I am forgiven 

 an ability to finish everything that others ask me to do 

 a thankfulness in my heart because I am in fellowship with God

4.  Fill in the circle in front of the definition of trust. 

 a purity in my heart in everything I think, say, and do 

 a choice to love those who have been unkind to me 

 a strong belief in my heart that God will always do what he says

Circle the letter in front of the best answer to complete each sentence.

5.  During the time of the judges, Samuel’s parents were  to the Lord. 

a. faithful b. rebellious c. dedicated d. both a and c

6.  Samuel was a . 

a. judge b. prophet c. both a and b d. neither a nor b

7.  The ark of the covenant was  because it was used to bring good luck. 

a. damaged b. repaired c. dropped d. lost

8.  The people wanted an earthly king, but  wanted to be their king. 

a. God b. Eli c. Samuel d. Elkanah

Name

Test 26
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Test 26 Answers

©          BOTR Grade 3

1.  Memory Verse: Write the words and reference of your memory verse.  

1 Samuel 3:10 will vary according to Bible version used.

2.  Fill in the circle in front of the definition of prophet. 

 the king of Israel  

 someone who speaks messages from God 

 a person who is elected to lead the country

3.  Fill in the circle in front of the definition of dependability. 

 a peace in my heart because I am forgiven 

 an ability to finish everything that others ask me to do 

 a thankfulness in my heart because I am in fellowship with God

4.  Fill in the circle in front of the definition of trust. 

 a purity in my heart in everything I think, say, and do 

 a choice to love those who have been unkind to me 

 a strong belief in my heart that God will always do what he says

Circle the letter in front of the best answer to complete each sentence.

5.  During the time of the judges, Samuel’s parents were  to the Lord. 

a. faithful b. rebellious c. dedicated d. both a and c

6.  Samuel was a . 

a. judge b. prophet c. both a and b d. neither a nor b

7.  The ark of the covenant was  because it was used to bring good luck. 

a. damaged b. repaired c. dropped d. lost

8.  The people wanted an earthly king, but  wanted to be their king. 

a. God b. Eli c. Samuel d. Elkanah
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Transparencies

TR 10.10.1AValues
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TR 10.10.1BTruth 10 Couplet
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God created me

Before my birth,

Crowned my life with honor

And great worth.
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TR 10.10.1CUnit 10 Symbol
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Transparencies

TR 26.4ATime Line, Part 3
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GOD’S CHOSEN KINGS
The Kings of the United Hebrew Kingdom

Hannah Dedicates 
Samuel to God

God Calls 
Samuel

The Philistines 
Return the Ark of 
the Covenant to 

Israel

1 Samuel 1 1 Samuel 6

13 14 15
1 Samuel 3

Samuel 
Anoints Saul 

as Israel’s First 
King

King Saul Offers 
Burnt Offerings 

at Gilgal

King Saul Spares 
the King and 
Flocks of the 
Amalekites

1 Samuel 15

16 17 18
1 Samuel 131 Samuel 10
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